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Is there anything inside? 
I’ve been visiting someone in Savernake Hospital 
near Marlborough, and the journey, of course, 
takes me past Silbury Hill, the mysterious ancient 
construction near Avebury that is Wiltshire’s an-
swer to the pyramids. 

As I drive by, I can’t help but think of the ancient 
people who made it – carrying earth, probably in 
wicker baskets, climbing, emptying and going back 
for more, day after day, year after year. I wonder if whole families were 
assigned to the task and nothing else for their entire lives. Filling, 
climbing, emptying…. I wonder about their motivation too – were they 
in forced labour, little more than slaves under a tyrant chieftain? Or did 
they offer their services willingly, honouring some deity or preparing 
their souls for the afterlife? And is there anything inside? Is there really 
nothing in the middle, or have the archaeologists missed something?  

What about St. Andrew’s? 

That’s about all the questions I had time for, before I was in the tricky 
traffic of Marlborough, but on the way back, something rather worry-
ing struck me. Do most people who drive or walk past St Andrew’s 
church look at it in the same way? Do they wonder why people spent 
such time, money and effort to build a structure that many people no 
longer feel has any purpose? Do they see the mediaeval church authori-
ties as the tyrant chieftains who used guilt and fear to extort money out 
of worshippers to get it built? And (perhaps the most alarming ques-
tion), do they ask “Is there anything inside?” 

Of course, if people think that way just about the building, they’re 
missing the point. We use the building because it’s beautiful and it’s 
been entrusted to us by generations of faithful Christians, but the 
church would still be here even if the building wasn’t. So I’d much ra-
ther people asked questions about the people than about the building. 

But they would be challenging – and perhaps uncomfortable – ques-
tions even so. What do they do and why do they do it? What is the mo-
tivation of those who gather in worship? Could it be fear, or tradition or 
concern for our place in heaven? Or is it a genuine desire to be in 
God’s presence together and know the glorious liberty of the children 
of God?  
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People look to us, and all who 
call themselves followers of Je-
sus, as the answer to these ques-
tions – and to the biggest ques-
tion of all: 

Is there anything inside? 

Every blessing 

Rod  

Traditional upholstery done 
to raise roof funds.  

I use traditional materials - webbing, 
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. 
Tacks not staples! I am prepared to 
supply all except the top cover fabric.  

For charges please contact me. 
  

Angela Sammes (654608)  

Holidays or Holy Days? 

August is a month when many of us go on holiday. The balance of 
work, rest and play is a biblical one and at its heart lies the Sabbath 
principle.  

God himself established this principle when He rested from His work 
on the 7th day and made it holy (Genesis 2:2). He set aside a special day 
for people to gather for celebration and worship. It also provides an op-
portunity for rest and refreshment, as a break from the routines of life.  

The Jewish Sabbath runs from sunset to sunset and so begins with food 
and sleep. However, Christians celebrate the Sabbath on the first day of 
the week. It is not so much about stopping at the end of a hard week’s 
work, as recognising that the whole of life is sustained by God.  

Sabbath is also an attitude not just a single day! It invites us to take the 
principles of resting and celebration into everyday life. There are sab-
batical seasons ie periods of extended rest eg holidays or carrier 
breaks, which aim to positively renew us. Each day we can make Sab-
bath moments, when we try to be still and appreciate the day. It’s a 
great way of using idle moments, when we are waiting in traffic, for 
example! Developing these attitudes will increase our appreciation of 
God and his world! 

Two men challenged each other to a wood-chopping contest. One 
worked hard all day, stopping only for a brief lunch break. The other 
took time over lunch and several other breaks. At the end of the day, 
the man who had worked straight through was annoyed to find that the 
other had chopped substantially more wood than himself.  

The winner simply said, ‘Didn't you notice?  Every time I sat down to 
rest, I was sharpening my axe!’ 
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Music Matters 

Becoming an organist 
A friend was asking me, the other day, how some-
one ‘becomes’ an organist.     

Well, one has to define a few things first. Initially, 
is an ‘organist’ someone who has been asked to 
play an organ, or someone who has studied to play 
the organ?  Most of us would say it’s the latter.   

Differences between piano and organ 

Let’s get one thing out of the way first. Being able to play the piano is not 
the same at all as being able to play the organ. (Though it does help to know 
one’s way around the keyboard!) The biggest difference is that a piano sus-
tains to some extent (especially if you have the right pedal depressed) notes 
after they are released by the fingers. The organ does not – so, if you want a 
note to be sustained you must keep its key depressed. This, of course, gives 
rise to a different scheme of using fingers on the keys on the organ compared 
with the piano. 

Then there is the fact that not only are there one, two, three, four, or five key-
boards involved – but they are generally only five octaves in width, 61 keys, 
rather than the piano’s 88.   Each keyboard is called a ‘manual’ or ‘pedal’, 
and, each is said to control an ‘organ’ (on ours: Swell, Great, Choir, and Pe-
dal), each ‘organ’ having its own set of stops.  A key on a piano sounds a 
note at (one hopes) concert pitch.  The only stops (groups of pipes with, gen-
erally one per key) sounding at this pitch are those labelled ‘8’ – which is a 
shorthand for the length in feet of the longest pipe in the group, or ‘rank’.  
Those labelled 4, for example, sound an octave above concert pitch; those 
labelled 16 sound an octave below concert pitch.  (Generally the stops of 16’ 
pitch or lower are to be found on the stops played by the pedals – of which 
more later.)  If the organist draws one stop, then each key plays one pipe.  If 
the player draws two stops, then each key plays two pipes, and so on.  There 
is a bit more complication than this; for example, ‘coupling’ organs together, 
how the ‘Swell’ works, and a few other things – but that need not concern us 
just now.   I’m merely trying to point out how different an organ is from a 
piano.  [The pedals provide keys set out like a normal keyboard, two and a 
half octaves of them.  Sometimes the pedals are used alone, in a ‘pedal solo’, 
and other times as an integral part of the harmony –  so coordination is as 
necessary as that between the hands.] 
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Important to learn about stops and ‘actions’ 

So become a halfway effective organist it is necessary to learn about the stops 
(i.e. the characteristic sound of each rank of pipes) and how they may be used 
well together – as well as how some might not work well together.  It’s also 
worth pointing out here that no two organs are alike. Both sounds, and the 
layout/mechanical character/playing aids or none on the console is also differ-
ent on each organ one plays. A lot of information about stops in general can 
be had from reading, but it is vital that one also listens very carefully – and 
experiments with stops when going to an organ with which is unfamiliar. Fun-
damentally, the player’s responsibility, as with any music-making, is to use 
the resources (the instrument, mainly) at one’s disposal to produce a musical 
performance which is a faithful as can possibly be managed to the intent of 
the composer. 

A piano also has one ‘action’ that is the mechanism which links the keyboard 
to the strings.  An organ can have different types of ‘action’ from purely me-
chanical, through pneumatic, electro-pneumatic, electric, to assisted-
mechanical.  Because of their history, some organs have differing mecha-
nisms between each internal ‘organ’!   It is necessary to learn to cope with all 
this, and where there is a detached console (as at St Andrew’s) to cope with 
the acoustic delay between the pipes sounding and one hearing their sound at 
the console. (There is also the different, additional delay between the sound of 
the organ reaching one, and the sound of the congregation and/or choir reach-
ing one, too.) 

Many learning opportunities 

So, being able to ‘play the notes from the dots’ is, absolutely, a vital part of it, 
but not the whole story by any means.  As more and more trained and adept 
organists leach away from [particularly village] churches, then more and more 
people who can play the piano perfectly well are being pressed into playing 
the organ for services.  Apart from the younger, often potentially high-flying 
organ students, there is, for the teacher an important constituency of adult 
transitioners to the instrument who need a different kind of teaching – largely 
around coaching and mentoring.   This is a very rewarding aspect of most 
trained organists’ lives nowadays. 

So, the high-flyers will tend to be noticed – almost exclusively they come 
from choir membership in a church which values traditional music, and con-
veyed on to lessons from a reachable principal of the profession. Very fre-
quently this will be a cathedral organist or sub-organist. From that point to 
collegiate posts and organ scholar situations in cathedrals and collegiate 
churches and chapels, via the examinations of the Royal College of Organists 
(RCO) is a well-travelled route.  Most university music departments will have 
a fair few organists amongst their undergraduates, and there are increasingly 
brilliant learning opportunities for young organists at the conservatoires these 
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days. The RCO, via its ‘Academy’ 
programmes throughout the year 
runs day and short courses for 
young and older players – and such 
cross-fertilization is vital and en-
hancing. 

These RCO opportunities are avail-
able, too, to the older learner 
(whether transitioner or starter). 
There are, too, regions of the coun-
try where other organisations are 
also active in this field. The closest 
to here is the Salisbury Diocese ‘Pipe-Up’ scheme, which puts learners in 
touch with teachers – and, for young people, provides subsidies for the les-
sons. 

Practice is essential 

Playing ‘pieces’ – that is, music written for the organ as a solo instrument – is 
possibly one of the easier aspects of playing.   There is, or should be, time to 
practice and hone the interpretation. For a church organist, there are other 
skills to add to this – namely, playing settings (e.g. of the mass), accompany-
ing the choir, leading the congregation in hymns (one of the hardest aspects 
to get right*), playing psalms (many would say the hardest).  Some keyboard 
skills are common toother instruments, but are also perhaps more valued and 
useful to organists: transposition (playing in another key from that printed), 
improvisation, and also a sense of stage management (to avoid awful gaps in 
a service). To say nothing about choral direction! 

* for this reason it is never a good thing to push someone unprepared 
into playing a hymn, with all the disasters that can happen, before 
they are ready. Even if their keyboard skills on the organ are good 
enough they may well need a week or two to practice the hymn in 
order to be able to balance leading and reaction when a congregation 
is singing.  It is not a quickly or lightly achieved skill. Real damage 
to a player’s self-esteem can be done all too easily. 

Experience is vital – keeping on doing it, and practicing, trying different or-
gans – and buildings (an organist plays the building and its acoustics as much 
as playing the instrument). This is why many organists are always on the 
lookout for an opportunity to play any organ! 

So, the person up in the loft (or down in the pit), whoever they are, has proba-
bly put a great deal of thought, effort, time (and money) into the process of 
being an organist!  The instrument is a hard taskmaster, but a delight to play. 

David Dewar 
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Sunday Club Diary 
Sunday Club returns in September 

No meetings in August 

TELEVISION 

When did television start? I bet you 
didn’t know that it started on 22nd 
August 1932 when the British Broad-
casting Corporation introduced its 
first regular TV service in the Lon-
don area.  By the summer of 1949 
television began to be available out-
side London and 1954 saw the first 
daily news bulletins and weather 
forecasts. Colour pictures arrived at 
the end of 1969. 

Lots of people moan about what is 
on television and what a waste of 
time it is, but there are good things 
to say for it too. Without the news 
reports of famine in Africa would we 
have had Live Aid? And what about 
Comic Relief and Children in Need?  

TV entertains and educates. It helps 
us to relax, and it can also help us to 
pray by showing us the world. We 
see the natural disasters of weather 
like tsunami and hurricanes. We see 
people hurt and made homeless by 
war. And we turn to God and ask 
Him to help those who suffer and we 
pray for them, remembering that we 
are God’s hands here on earth. 

EYE SEE YOU 

All the answers to this Bible quiz are 
to do with eyes and seeing. Answers 
on page 19. 

1. What is the name of the village 
where Jesus healed a blind man? 
(Luke, chapter 8) 

2. What eye can a camel go through 
more easily than a rich man? 
(Matthew, chapter 19) 

3. Joseph talks about his eyes and 
the eyes of which one of his 
brothers? (Genesis, chapter 45) 

4. What did Moses see in the desert 
at Horeb? (Exodus, chapter 3) 

5. Where did Jesus send the blind 
man to wash his eyes? (John, 
chapter 9) 

6. What are the eyes like of the one 
who rides a white horse? 
(Revelation, chapter 19) 

*************************** 

Why do beavers spend a fortune on 
the internet? 

They never want to log off.  

How do you stop the batteries in your 
Play Station running out? 

Hide their trainers. 

Why should Elijah’s parents be re-
membered by all business people? 

Because they made a prophet. 
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Across 

1 and 3 Two of the disciples who wit
 nessed the transfiguration of Jesus 
 (Luke 9:28) (4,3,5) 

3  See 1 Across  
8 ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere 

heart in full assurance of 
faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)  

9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11  Form of government under the di-

rect rule of God or his agents (10)  
14 How Jesus found his disciples when 

he returned to them after praying in 
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)  

15   In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name 
 of the meadow into which Christian 
 strayed, which led to Doubting      
 Castle (2-4)  

17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)  
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a 
 reputation of being a waterless place 
 (Psalm 84:6) (4)  
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, 
 the oracle of one — — sees       
 clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)  
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 

4:25) (4) 

Down 
1  David’s great friend (1 Samuel  

20:17) (8)  
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely 
  to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy  
  4:18) (8)  
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three 

weeks. I ate no choice food; — 
— or wine touched my 
lips’ (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)  

5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) 
(10)  

6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)  
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for 

all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)  
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — 

to God through Jesus Christ’ (1 
Peter 2:5) (10)  

12 Jesus said that some people had 
renounced this ‘because of the king-
dom of heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) (8)  

13 One of the three men thrown into the 
furnace for refusing to worship Nebu-
chadnezzar’s golden image (Daniel 
3:20) (8)  

16 ‘You have — of good things laid up 
for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)  

18 ‘There before me was a white horse! 
Its rider held — — , and he was  
given a crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)  

19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals 
Overseas (1,1,1,1) 

 
Answers on Page 19 

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 
Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 

August Crossword 
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St Andrew’s 

Autumn Fayre 

Saturday 15
th

 October 
2016 10am – 2pm 

The Autumn Fayre comes round all too quickly.  It is still June 
as I write this; we had a Team Planning Meeting on June 16

th
 

to kick off the proceedings and usual arrangements. 

St Andrew’s Autumn Fayre which was started in 1982 contin-
ues and is the largest fund raising effort of the year.   Please 
save saleable items, including GOOD bric-a-brac, tombola 
prizes, raffle prizes, items of jewellery etc.  Any Electrical 
items need to be donated in advance because they need to 
be PAT tested for safety reasons.  

We have a loyal, hard-working planning team -  Maurice & 
Jean Chadwick, Norman Fox, Barry Harford, Margaret Harri-
son, Dorryta Hayward, Vivien Redeyoff, George Silk, Angela 
Sammes, and Rod and Dick Spencer have joined us, and 
without whom this event  could not be as successful as it has 
been, so a big thank you.  Trust you have 15

th
 October in your 

diaries and will be able to support this annual event. 
Ros Harford 

Autumn Fayre Co-ordinator 

Coffee and tea 
If you fancy a cuppa, go ahead!  Neither coffee 
nor tea is bad for you, according to recent re-
search by the World Health Organisation.  

It seems that coffee may help reduce the risks of 
heart disease, strokes (in women), Parkinson dis-
ease and Alzheimer’s disease.  

Tea helps with heart health, reduces the risk of cancer, and supports 
normal hydration.   
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD 

Fair Trade News: 

Buying Fair Trade Products 
People often ask whether it 
is better to buy fair trade 
products from a supermar-
ket (or other mainstream 
retailer) or from a dedicat-
ed fair trade organisation 
such as Traidcraft. My an-
swer would be: buy from 
both if you have the oppor-
tunity, but always support 
the dedicated fair trade organisation if you are able to. 

Support dedicated fair trade organisations 

Buying fair trade products from a supermarket is good, of course, 
because it sends a clear message to the manager to continue to offer 
these items which keeps them available to the general public. Defi-
nitely good news for the producers because they receive a fair price 
and access to the market. Buying from a fair trade organisation, how-
ever, does even more for the producers. Through its partner organisa-
tion Traidcraft Exchange, for instance, Traidcraft is able to support 
disadvantaged communities and small-scale producers unable to pro-
duce the volumes of products required by ‘big business’. Traidcraft 
Exchange has as its mission to assist producers from the outset by 
helping them set up a business, offering training, providing loans in 
the form of micro-credits, offering payment in advance - always at a 
rate above the local market price, and offering advice and assistance 
in the provision of education and health care schemes. It’s all about 
going the extra mile: Matthew: 5:41. 

Traidcraft at St. Andrew’s 

Offering items for sale on the Traidcraft stall at St Andrew’s at the 
retail price recommended by Traidcraft (as featured in the current 
catalogue), allows us as a church to return the fair trader discount (10
- 15%) to Traidcraft Exchange as an annual donation. 
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What does this mean in practice? 

 We can buy beautiful products 

 The producers receive a fair price 

 Traidcraft are able to honour their long term commitments to 
their existing network of producers 

 Traidcraft Exchange can offer wide-ranging support to new 
small-scale producers 

How wonderful is that? 

Thank you for your continued support and wishing you every bless-
ing for August! 

Debbie Warren 

RIDE AND STRIDE FOR 
CHURCHES 

Saturday 10
th

 September 
2016 

SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER is the date for this year’s fund rais-
ing activity day for our historic churches in Wiltshire. Our church 
buildings are part of our heritage.  Their characteristic styles of archi-
tecture –often a mixture from different eras – define part of the histo-
ry of our villages and towns. All communities are finding it difficult 
to fund the essential maintenance of their churches. 

The Ride and Stride day is an opportunity to contribute towards these 
heavy costs by getting friends to sponsor you as you walk, cycle or 
ride around the area - visiting churches. It is always interesting to 
look around each church and discover their historic past and current 
role in the community. 

A list of participating churches in North Wilts and sponsorship forms 
are available from the local organiser – Jennifer Metcalfe.  

Faith is the capacity to trust God while not being able to make sense 
out of everything.   

James Kok 
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      From the Registers  

 Christian Burial and Cremation 

17th   June  Shaun Carter 

 ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 

John 11.25 

The Ministry of Healing 
 

 

will be offered at St Andrew’s on 

 Sunday 28
th 

August  10.00 am 

Conversations about the Queen 

Summer began with royal celebrations as the coun-
try marked the Queen’s 90th birthday. Churches 
throughout the country were at the heart of festivi-
ties in villages, towns and cities. Many gave guests 
a gift: Britain’s best-selling book – ‘The Servant 
Queen and the King She Serves’. 

Published by HOPE Together, Bible Society and 
the London Institute for Contemporary Christiani-
ty, the book uses the Queen’s own words to talk 
about Jesus Christ, the significance of his life and 
the impact that the Christian faith can have. 

A million copies of the book were in circulation by the end of June. Roy 
Crowne, HOPE’s executive director, said, ‘We wanted it to be a conversation 
starter. The Queen said Jesus Christ is an ‘inspiration’ and an ‘anchor’ in her 
life. “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good 
times and the bad … I draw strength from the message of hope in the Chris-
tian gospel.” Where do you find strength to face life’s challenges?’ 

The Queen is a great role-model. She points to her inspiration, Jesus Christ, 
describing him as ‘a role model of reconciliation and forgiveness’. 

Copies of ‘The Servant Queen and the King She Serves’ are still available to 
order from www.cpo.org.uk/thequeen (Telephone: 01903 263354).  

And, as HOPE builds towards 2018, they would love to hear your stories of 
how you are bringing hope to your community. Find out more about HOPE 
Together at www.hopetogether.org.uk and email your stories to                  
office@hopetogether.org.uk. 

http://www.cpo.org.uk/thequeen
http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/
mailto:office@hopetogether.org.uk
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Diary for August 

Saturday 6 The Transfiguration 

Sunday 7 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

  8.00 am    Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  All Age Service St. Andrew’s Church 

 11.15 am Holy Communion  

Sunday 14 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

Monday 15 St. Mary, the Virgin 

Sunday 21 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 23 1.10 pm Lunchtime Concert, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 28 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 1 Jane Ridgwell 
 2 Lin Drummond-Harris 
 3 Sara Bye 

 4 Richard Iles 
 5 Morley Bray 
6 Andrew K Woolley © 

The Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan  

Association of Change Ringers 

Quarter Peals at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham 

 Sunday, 19th June 2016 

1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

Rung for evening service;  

And to congratulate Nick Bray and Kate McKenna on their marriage             
in Kilberry, Ireland on 11th June. 

Also to congratulate Elaine and Dan Kennedy 
on the birth of Angus Richard Thomas on 10th June, 

grandson for Richard and Carol Iles. 
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The Friends of Saint Andrew's 
 

Present 
 
      

An Evening of the best 

of Gilbert & Sullivan 

 
 

Performed by Swindon Gilbert & 
Sullivan Society 

 
 

including some of the best known 
music from across the Gilbert &  

Sullivan Operettas. 
 
 

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH 
The Market Place - Chippenham. 

 

SATURDAY 8th OCTOBER 2016 
at 7.30 pm 

 

Admission £ 8.00 
 

Tickets available from Tourist Information Office, 
Chippenham and at the door on the night. 
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. ANDREW’S 

St Andrews welcomes Lord Lansdowne 

Lord Lansdowne,  (of Bowood House) was the 
guest of  St Andrews’  on Tuesday 21st  June when 
he gave the Annual Heritage Lecture  to members 
of the Chippenham Civic Society and Friends of 
St Andrews. 

Illustrated by slides, Lord Lansdowne traced the 
history of the Bowood estate during his lifetime 

from 1944, when his father inherited the Estate from his cousin, who 
had been tragically killed during the war. It was fascinating to learn 
how the estate had changed over this period from being a vast agri-
cultural enterprise, surrounding much of Chippenham and Calne , to 
the present day with a much smaller estate , converted largely to at-
tractive parkland, hosting a hotel, conference centre, golf course as 
well as the adventure playground and Bowood House itself. Lord 
Lansdowne explained how the business had to be constantly devel-
oping to meet the needs of today’s visitors and how much its finan-
cial viability was dependent on the weather!  

Bowood has become a great local asset to our area, thanks to Lord 
Lansdowne’s work over the years. Sadly recent changes in the taxa-
tion system present a new challenge to the business’s viability.  

Duck Race raises £337.70 

A big Thank you to all who purchased 
‘ducks’ and supported the Duck Race &   
Afternoon Tea at Sheila Laurence’s home on 
Saturday 2nd July. A very enjoyable after-
noon was had by all who attended and the £337.70 raised will be a 
valuable contribution towards the Friends latest project: improving 
the lighting in the Church. 
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace 

On how to baffle the church committee  
The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

I was delighted to hear that you have been made chairman of the Mis-
sionary Sub-committee; it should help you to hone your skills in ap-
pearing to encourage committee members to contribute while ensuring 
that they only say the things you want to hear. It is a skill that needs 
not a little practice; democracy only works if all the important deci-
sions have been made beforehand. 

However, do remember that sub-committees are only formed in order 
either to kill an idea stone dead, or to give the chairman of the main 
committee some time to decide what he wants, since he isn’t sure how 
to handle the issue at that particular moment. I formed a sub-committee 
in 1999 to discuss Miss Fothergill’s suggestion of creating a “water 
feature” on the Rector’s Glebe land, as a way of celebrating the Millen-
nium.   

I noted at the time that no one wanted the thing on their own land. It’s 
significant that whenever people suggest some imposing edifice, they 
always think it will be most appropriate either in the Rector’s garden, 
or in some public place, well out of sight of their own homes. 

While this particular group has been working away tirelessly, and end-
less masons and architects have been approached, a suitable design has 
yet to be presented. It looks as if a suggestion will eventually be con-
sidered by my hundredth successor as we enter the third Millennium. 
That is the customary rate of progress for St. James the Least, which I 
find entirely satisfactory. 

The procedure for decision-making is always the same: after enormous 
effort, the sub-committee will produce a carefully worded report, 
which will be circulated round all members of the church council. At 
the next meeting, they will be thanked profusely for all their hard work 
and the matter will be discussed at great length. It will then be pro-
posed that the final decision will be taken at the next meeting, after 
everyone has had time to consider the matter more thoroughly. Come 
the next meeting, the item will somehow fail to appear on the agenda, 
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and when it is raised in Any Oth-
er Business, it will be pointed out 
that it is now far too late in the 
evening to tackle such an im-
portant issue. From then on, you 
can be assured, it will sink with-
out trace. 

Always remember the golden 
rule: a church committee meeting 
consists of a body of people 
waiting to go home. 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

St Andrew’s 100 Club 
 

The winning numbers in July 

were 12 (£100) 26 (£25) 46 (£10) 

The next draw will be on  
Wednesday 3rd August 

St Andrew’s Coffee Shop 

Margaret Harrison (01249 652148) 

Crossword  Answers  
(Based on NIV) 

ACROSS 
1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, 
Omission. 11, Theocratic. 14, Asleep. 
15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, 
Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose eye. 
23, Seth   

DOWN 
1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No 
meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7, Sins. 
10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, 
Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 19, 
ECHO. 
 
Quiz Answers: 
1. Bethsaida   2. the eye of a needle  
3. Benjamin   4. a burning bush      
5. the pool of Siloam 6. like a flame 
of fire. 

140 Years Celebration 

Ten Mothers Union members at-

tended the 140 years Celebration of 

Faith at Corsham on Wednesday 6th 

July. Many members were dressed 

in Victorian clothes and there was a 

wonderful display of a Victorian 

Wedding dress which was made of 

beautiful blue silk, Christening 

Gown, Nightdress and Bloomers 

and a School Uniform. 

Sherbourne Abbey Outing 

Mothers Union members will join 

the Friends of St Andrews Outing to 

Sherborne Abbey  on 4th August. 

MU Wave of Prayer 

MU Wave of Prayer Service will be 

held in St Andrews Lady Chapel on 

September 8th at 2.30 pm. 

Are you ready? 
A man had a medical condition that 
meant regular visits to hospital.  The 
local funeral director was a family 
friend, and had been very helpful giving 
him lifts to and from the hospital.  On 
one occasion, a few hours before he 
was due to come home, the ward sister 
approached him with a grin. “Your wife 
is on the phone,” she said; “She wants 
to know what time you will be ready for 
the undertaker to collect you?” 
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Bishop’s Letter 

Time to Work Together 

A message from Bishop Mike 

following the EU Referendum: 

Where does one start? In the night (I was in the 
USA) news came through that the UK had voted for a Brexit. Truth-
fully, I was deeply shocked and not a little disappointed by this out-
come. 
It’s done. And now we face a period of uncertainty, not least in terms 
of our economy. Our government now has to work out a plan to in-
voke ‘Article 50′, which provides for a member state to withdraw 
from the Union. I do not envy them, not least because key members 
of the government campaigned to remain.  

The immediate ramifications of this vote for the UK are already being 
made manifest. The’Remain’ vote in Scotland will no doubt equip the 
Scottish Nationalists with all the ammunition they require to force 
another referendum on Scottish devolution. 

The impact on the rest of Europe (where in many member states Euro
-skepticism is at a level that exceeded UK estimates prior to our vote) 
is harder to predict. The fragility of the euro as a currency remains. 
Some gloomily predict the Brexit will usher in the end of the Europe-
an Union altogether.  

That is still much that is unclear. So what is important for us in the 
short term? 

1. That politicians start to address the issue of reconciling a bit-
terly divided nation. This will not be aided,of course, by politi-
cians seeking to make short term political gain from the outcome. 
A divided nation is a vulnerable nation.  

2. The task of reconciliation will not be hastened by bitter recrim-
ination. Already, ‘baby boomers’ (people like me) are in the fir-
ing line. Reconciliation and recrimination are not affectionate 
bedfellows! 

It might be added that some politicians might like to reflect on 
the way that their campaigns were handled: scare mongering di-
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vides; equally public figures making derogatory and unkind com-
ments about each other, or playing the blame game e.g. migra-
tion also create public enmity.  

3. Now is the time to pray for God’s help to assist us in navi-
gating our way through this momentous decision the British pub-
lic have made. Albeit on a simple majority. God is a very present 
help in times of trouble. Psalm 46:1 

Jesus Christ once said that ‘a house divided against itself cannot 
stand’. Matthew 12:22-28. This is not a time to panic, neither is it a 
time to brood over the decision made. It is a time to work together to 
seek to unravel the ramifications of what has happened. May God aid 
us and  bless us. 

+Mike 
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News from Bristol Diocese 

The next step in 
answering God’s call 
The summer is an exciting time of 
transition within the Ministry Development depart-
ment – BAP candidates become ordinands; ordi-

nands become deacons; deacons become priests; formation year stu-
dents prepare to become Licensed Lay Ministers. Helen Collins, Advis-
er for Licensed Ministry, looks at what it will mean for those making 
these transitions. 

Over the next two months, it will be my privilege to be involved in the 
transitions of over 30 people as they each make the next step in ful-
filling their sense of God’s call on their lives. 

One of the most significant transitions comes for our new stipendiary 
deacons, who over the last few weeks, have been busy packing up their 
homes (again), saying goodbye to their churches and communities 
(again), and setting up new homes within their curacy contexts. 

My memories of becoming a deacon 

Four years ago, I was engaged in the same process and I have three 
strong memories from that time. Firstly, I remember being completely 
exhausted! After having moved house and settled our children – who 
were then 1 and 2 years old – there was just enough time for a quick 
trip to Pembrokeshire before going on my pre-ordination retreat. The 
retreat and ordination were wonderful occasions, but on my 6th night as 
a deacon, I had to go to bed at the same time as my children due to my 
utter exhaustion. I remember saying to my incumbent the next day that 
I didn’t know if I could handle the pace of ministry. It was at that point 
that he kindly pointed out that I had met over 200 new people in two 
weeks and was bound to feel tired. 

My second strong memory is how self conscious I felt wearing a ‘dog 
collar’. My training incumbent had encouraged me to wear it as much 
as possible so that I could get used to it. This didn’t feel too strange 
when I was in the church or among people from the congregation. It felt 
incredibly odd however to wear it to the supermarket or at the park. I 
distinctly remember on one occasion walking around the parish and a 
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man in a van wolf whistling to me out of his window as he drove past. I 
don’t know who was more embarrassed when he noticed my dog collar 
and nearly crashed his van! 

My third memory is of the complete ‘rightness’ I felt in being an or-
dained minister. It had been a four year journey of discernment, selec-
tion, training and formation which had led me to this point of being a 
deacon and finally, I was doing what I had felt God call me to do. I dis-
covered that it was an immense joy and delight to spend my days in 
prayer and preaching God’s word to people; to hear their stories and 
pray with them; to share bible stories in school and minister to the be-
reaved; to lead God’s people in worship and nurture them in their faith; 
to work with a variety of licensed colleagues and seek to develop to 
gifts of others. I felt as if I was made to do the role and that I was truly 
living out my vocation. 

Is God calling you? 

As various members of our diocese embark upon the different transi-
tions necessary in following their vocations, will you join with me in 
praying for them? Perhaps you would also like to think and pray about 
whether God might be calling you to embark upon a similar journey of 
discerning your own vocation. As a church, we are praying to God for 
an increase in vocations to licensed ministry – lay and ordained – and I 
wonder, could he be calling you? We have a number of events coming 
up in the autumn to help people discern their sense of call.  

For more information, please get in touch. You can contact Helen on 
helen.collins@bristoldiocese.org or call 0117 906 0100. 

St Andrew’s Church Photographic Competition 

A competition for all with sections for adults and 
for juniors under age 16. 

Subject categories are: 

 Animals 

 Reflections    Portraits 

 Church activities   Open (No Set Subject) 

Closing date for entries is Sunday 2nd October.  Entry forms with rules 
will be placed at the back of the church in due course. 

Results will be given out at the Autumn Fayre on 15th October. 

mailto:helen.collins@bristoldiocese.org
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St. Andrew’s Church, Chippenham 

2016 Informal Lunchtime 

Concerts 

ON TUESDAY’S AT 1.10 PM 

ADMISSION FREE (retiring collection for the organ regeneration 
fund) 

23rd August JUDITH BEVERIDGE  (violin & piano) 

   HILARY DEWAR   (violin & piano) 

13th September CLAIRE BEATON   (organ) 

27th September WENDY SMITH   (recorders) 

Further information: dom@musicatchippenham.org 

www.choir.musicatchippenham.org.uk 

Concert Duration: Approximately 40- 45 minutes 

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, MARKET PLACE, CHIPPENHAM 

SN15 5HT 
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St Nicholas’ Church 
Tytherton Lucas 

Service Times at St Nicholas’ 
 

   Care of the Church 

      7th  August 10.00 am Morning Service Mrs Margaret Gubbins  Mary Hobbs 

14th  August 8.30 pm Holy Communion  Rev. Jim Scott Mary Hobbs 

21st August  10.00 am Matins Mrs Eryl Spencer  Pat Holtham 

28th August  8.30 am  Holy Communion Mr Peter Tremelling  Pat Holtham 

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING 
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS 

For a local and reliable service call: 

OFFICE 01249 661475 MOBILE 07810 717235 

EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info  WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info 

Date for your Diary: 
18

th 
September 2016 

On 18th September there will 
be a lunch at Bosmere Barn, 
by kind permission of Ian and Jane James. 

The lunch will be organized by Sheila Lau-
rence and further details will be provided later. 
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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest  Rod Key 652788 
   St Andrew’s Vicarage 
   54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW 
   keychippenham@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Eryl Spencer 651565 
Lay Minister: Margaret Gubbins 248757 

Churchwardens: Daphne Jefferies 659820  
 Brian Elliott 463230 
 

Director of Music:  David Dewar              07772607830 
                                             dom@musicatchippenham.org.uk 
 

Head Server: Michael Sammes 654608 

 

Sacristan: John Le Grange 249256 
Sacristan: Elizabeth Sexton (St Nicholas’) 660235 

 

PCC Secretary: Becky Harding 656440 
 harding_rebecca@sky.com 
 at St Nicholas’ Sheila Laurence 740687 

 

PCC Treasurer: Chris Norris 444541 
 chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Assistant Treasurer: Norman Fox 661236 
   

 at St Nicholas’ Mike Holtham 740657   
 

Weekly Notice Sheet: Ros Harford 812190 
  Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening 

 

Care Group Co-ordinator: Eryl Spencer 651565 
 

Gift Aid Officer: Wendy Reeves 650622 
Giving Officer  Ros Harford                                                      812190  
Data Protection Officer: Graham Gee                                         07882 705237   
Electoral Roll Officer: Ros Harford 812190 
Health & Safety Officer: George Silk 462249 
Parish Safeguarding   
     Officer:  Daphne Jefferies 659820  
   
 

Sunday Club: Liz Bennett 652856 
 
PCC Sub-Committees 
 

Fabric Committee: George Silk 462249 
Social Events:  Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Social Responsibility: Dick Spencer 651565 
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Youth and Children: Eryl Spencer 651565  
Bell-ringers: Bob Mustow 443019 
Prayer Circle: Eryl Spencer 651565  

Mothers’ Union: Margaret Gubbins  248757 
 

Friends of St Andrew’s: Eileen Yates 443952 
100 club: Margaret Harrison 652148 
 

Traidcraft: Debbie Warren 
  debbie@cdjm.co.uk  
Flower Arrangers: Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Church Watch: Beryl Fox 653394 
 A rota of volunteers who keep the Church open and welcome visitors 
 

Coffee Shop  
 Co-ordinator: Liz Fox 661236 
 

Magazine Editor: Jenny Norris 444541 
  magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk  
Magazine Distribution: Sue Haslop 323765 
Web Master George Silk 
  klisdg@gmail.com 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above) 
Sunday Club  Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am 

Choir Practice  Friday, 7.15 pm 

Bell ringing   Practice night: Wednesday evenings in the Tower 

Mothers’ Union  First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel 

Coffee Shop  Wednesdays 9.30 am—12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church 

Christian Meditation  

Group Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane 

 Contact Michael Sammes   654608 

The Church Office  
Market Place, SN15 3HT 

 
Tel: (01249) 655947 

with out of hours answering machine 
 

For general enquiries e-mail: 
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

   

 

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
 to make arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriage, reading of 
Banns, etc. 

              office@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
 to book the Hall and church  
 (for concerts and events etc.) 
         contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

mailto:contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk


Church Services 
 

at St Andrew’s Parish Church 
 

Sundays  

                 8.00 am Holy Eucharist 
  

                10.00 am 1
st
 Sunday   A Service for All ( followed by 

                                          a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15) 
 2

nd
 Sunday  Parish Eucharist 

 3
rd

 Sunday   All Age Eucharist 
 4

th
 & 5

th
 Sundays  Parish Eucharist  

 (Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)  
  

                  4.00 pm Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family, 
followed by refreshments - 2

nd
 Sunday)  

           
 6.30 pm Blessing of the Light & Ministry of Healing 
                                        (3

rd
 Sunday of the month - see diary page) 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday                                    

  8.30 am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

  8.00 am   Morning Prayer 

Thursday 

  8.30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas 
 

Sundays  

  8.30 am Holy Communion (2
nd 

& 4
th 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Morning Service (1

st 
Sundays) 

  10.00 am Matins (3
rd 

Sundays) 
  3.00 pm Evensong (5

th
 Sunday – Winter months) 

  6.30 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Summer months) 
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