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“Because he is risen our future, 

once a short story, 

In now an epic novel, and this 

but the first chapter.”  

Those lines from the poem “Because he is risen” by 
Gerard Kelly seem to me to express beautifully the joy 
of Easter. It’s about the wonderful news of Jesus’ resurrection giving 
us a completely new vision of something we thought we knew all about 
already. 

It’s hard for us to put ourselves in the place of Jesus’ disciples on the 
morning of Easter Day, before the news was brought to them. They 
were in the depth of grief for the death of the man they loved; they 
were in despair as all their hopes and expectations of the Messiah were 
brought to nothing; they were in anguish and shame that they had done 
so little to defend Jesus – even though Peter had said he would die with 
him; and they were in real fear that they would soon be rounded up and 
executed too.  

Then in the midst of this Bad Friday and Bad Saturday, Mary Magda-
lene comes with the news, “I have seen the Lord!” Hardly surprising 
that they aren’t immediately inclined to believe her. But soon after, 
they see him for themselves – some gathered in a locked room, some 
walking away from Jerusalem, or sitting on the beach by the lake. Jesus 
is there with them. It is true. He is risen. 

And all is changed. Bad Friday is suddenly Good Friday. The Messiah 
they thought they knew had not been defeated, but had won a victory; 
not just a victory for Israel over oppression, but a victory for the whole 
world over sin and death for all time. Their failures had been washed 
away in the tide of his triumphant love. Fear of arrest and lynching was 
cancelled out by the good news that all needed to hear: He is risen. 

And we still live in that Easter joy. Because he is risen, the grief, fear, 
shame and despair that assail us in this mortal life are not the end of the 
story. If we think that “You’re born. You live your life. You die. Full 
stop,” then Easter makes us see it in a completely new light.  

The story begins and ends with the immeasurable depth of God’s love 
for us. And since his love has no end, neither does the story. 

With best wishes 

Rod 
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Forthcoming Events 

Thursday April 7th, 2.30 pm 

St Catherine’s Room 

‘A Time to catch up’ 

by Margaret Gubbins 

Followed by tea and refreshments 

Thursday May 5th, 2.30 pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Ascension Day Service 

led by  Revd. Mary Gubbins 

 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

REVISION 

The Electoral Roll has to be RE-
VISED as usual in time for the 
Parish AGM on Monday 25th April 
2016. Revision of the Roll will 
commence on 13

th
 March.  Any-

one wishing to stand for election 
to the PCC or as a sidesperson, or 
to vote at the meeting if not resi-
dent in the Parish, must be entered 
on the Roll. If you wish to stand 
for election or vote and are not 
currently on the roll, forms will be 
available at the back of Church or 
from Ros Harford, Electoral Roll 
Officer (Tel: 01249-812190).  (To 
check if your name is on the Elec-
toral Roll, there will be a copy on 
the Church notice board). 

The Bible 
in 50 words 

God made 
Adam bit 

Noah arked 
Abraham split 
Joseph ruled 
Jacob fooled 
Bush talked 

Moses balked 
Pharaoh plagued 

People walked 
Sea divided 

Tablets guided 
Promise landed 

Saul freaked 
David peaked 

Prophets warned 
Jesus born 

God walked 
Love talked 

Anger crucified 
Hope died 
Love rose 

Spirit flamed 
Word spread 

God remained 
anon 
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St Andrews Church Photographic Competition 

A competition for all with sections for adults 
and for juniors under age 16. 

Subject categories are: 

 Animals 

 Reflections 

 Church activities 

 Portraits 

 Open (No Set Subject) 

Closing date for entries is Sunday 2
nd

 October.  Entry forms with 
rules will be placed at the back of the church in due course. 

Results will be given out at the Autumn Fayre on 15
th
 October. 

Trinity College Principal  
appointed Chaplin to the Queen 

Buckingham Palace has announced that the princi-
pal of Trinity College Bristol, the Revd Dr Emma 
Ineson, has been appointed as a Chaplain to the 
Queen. 

Queen’s chaplains are members of the College of Royal Chaplains, 
which forms part of The Queen’s Ecclesiastical Household. This large-
ly honorary role involves preaching occasionally in the Chapel Royal 
in St James’ Palace, London. There are currently 33 honorary chap-
lains to the Queen. “I am absolutely delighted to have been appointed 
as a chaplain to the Queen,” Emma said about this honour. “I look for-
ward to serving Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal Household in 
this way.”  

The Rt Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of Bristol, said: “It is rewarding to 
know that her considerable gifts and character have been recognised in 
this way. She will be in my prayers as she takes up this extra responsi-
bility. I am very confident that she will do well with this”. 
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Music Matters 

Twentieth Century Composers, and onwards 

(Should music stay static, or should it evolve?) 

I suspect we can all name some twentieth-century composers? To my 
mind immediately come Benjamin Britten, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 
Gustav Holst, Gerald Finzi, Elizabeth Lutyens, Peter Maxwell Davies, 
Judith Weir, of the British cohort, and Dmitri Shostakovich, Arvo Pärt, 
Karlheinz Stockhausen, Francis Poulenc, Olivier Messiaen, Jean Lang-
lais, Witold Lutoslawski, Alban Berg, Arnold Schoenberg, Pierre Bou-
lez –from the European group. All VERY different composers, but al-
most all sharing some particular characteristics. 

Amongst those shared characteristics is, for example, a dedication to 
experimentation – to see in what directions melody, harmony, struc-
ture/form, and tonality may be extended into new expressions with new 
ways of reception amongst listeners.  (Actually, that term ‘listener’ has 
also evolved – the listener becoming more akin to a ‘participator’, ac-
tively, rather than passively, involved in the music making.    

Drive for economy paves way for further change 

Another characteristic some share is the desire to 
eliminate unnecessary elements of music, to strip it 
down to its bare essence – which reached its apex in 
that style known as minimalism. Even in the work of 
composers thought, or received, as not necessarily at 
the forefront of these developments, for example, 
Gustav Holst, such economy is perceived. Holst cer-
tainly seems to have insisted that his students should 
question their instrumental scoring to ensure that what 
was there was functional. The composer, Edmund 
Rubbra, who studied with Holst, later reminisced “… 
with what enthusiasm did we pare down our music to the very bone!” It 
can, perhaps, be argued that this economy, this clearing of the composi-
tional decks as it were, prepared the way for a greater experimentation. 
As the century wore on, no longer were composition students con-

Edmund Rubbra 
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strained slavishly to follow the styles of the pedagogical past – ideas 
had no longer to be linked and prepared for in ‘bridge passages’. New 
aural shocks could be received by means of sudden new themes and 
thoughts. Just as shocking as the Classical style supplanting Baroque 
conventions in the latter part of the eighteenth century; or the impact of 
Beethoven, or, later, Mahler. 

The importance of Experimentation 

Experimentation, and/or shock, continued to reverberate through the 
musical environment as the twentieth century progressed. Stockhausen 
experimented with electronics as well as real instruments – often to-
gether. Luciano Berio fused Baroque and Mahlerian quotations with 
vocal effects and a huge orchestra in his ‘Sinfonia’. Boulez set up 
IRCAM in Paris to provide a workshop for compositional experimenta-
tion and performance. In the midst of these col-
laborative ideas, individual composers developed 
their own ideas. Messiaen, for example, used the 
influences of Hindu rhythms and bird-song in his 
music (he was renowned for being able to sit in 
his garden listening to birds – and notating, as it 
were from their dictation, their songs). His music 
can sound confusing without this knowledge, but 
it is always dramatic – even in the quietest mo-
ments. Arvo Pärt works for a pellucid simplicity 
– particularly in his choral music, synthesizing 
anew the conventions of Mediaeval music. 

None of the these great composers have remained writing in one style, 
they each let their styles evolve as time goes on, as the environment in 
which they live and work changes, as they receive and absorb influ-
ences from others. This is as it has always been, and as it should be.    
And, our response to music which has sprung from experimentation - 
our response as listener-participants - evolves and changes, too. Critics 
berated virtually all of the great composers of the past when they intro-
duced new ways of making music – but the adaptability of the audi-
ence (in its widest sense) together with the filtration of time enables us 
to add thought-out musical styles to our repertoire of acceptability and 
appreciation such that art music moves onwards. This process has hap-
pened throughout music’s history, and it is happening now. 

David Dewar 

Olivier Messiaen 
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COLOURS IN CHURCH  
Have you noticed that, from time to 
time, the colour of things in church 
changes? No, I don’t mean the min-
ister goes a funny colour or some-
one paints the walls, but the special 
robes that the priest wears, and the 
front of altar among other things, 
change from time to time. Each sea-
son of the Church’s year has its own 
distinctive colour and these are 
called liturgical colours.  

GREEN is the colour we have more 
than others. Green, the ordinary col-
our of nature, is used during the 
seasons of Epiphany (after Christ-
mas) and Trinity (between Whitsun 
or Pentecost and Advent). Trinity 
lasts for about half the year so green 
is the colour we see most.  

The next change of colour is to 
PURPLE. Purple, the colour of peni-
tence and preparation, is used for 
Lent (the 40 days before Easter) and 
Advent (the 4 weeks before Christ-
mas).  

Then comes WHITE and GOLD. 
These colours are used for all the 

Andy’s @ 4  
Come and join us for our monthly  

informal service for all the family 
April 10th 

at St Andrews church, Chippenham 

Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments 
For more information phone  

01249 651565 

Sunday Club Diary 
  10th April 
  24th April 

joyful festivals - Easter, Ascension 
and Christmas.  

RED, the colour of fire and blood, is 
used at Pentecost to remind us of 
the coming of the Holy Spirit to the 
disciples like tongues of flame (See 
Acts 2:11). It is also used on the fes-
tivals of martyrs to remind us of their 
sacrifice.  

COLOUR QUIZ  

Complete each of these with a col-
our, for example ….. cordial would 
be LIME cordial. Each colour is only 
used once.  

1. …… admiral  
2. …… Christmas  
3. …… marmalade  
4. quick ……  
5. sky ……  
6. Royal ……  
7. …… ribbons  
8. …… glass  
9. …… submarine  
10. …… elephants  

Answers on Page 16 
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Across 

8  ‘He poured out his life unto death, and 
was numbered with the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12) 
(13) 
9  ‘When they had sung a hymn, they 
went — to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 
26:30) (3) 
10 Comes between Galatians and Philip-
pians (9)  
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with 
joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)  
13 Muslim holy month (7)  
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)  
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)  
22 How Abram described himself to God 
when he complained that his inheritance 
would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9) 
24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 
6:6) (3)  
25 Debar from receiving Communion 
(13)  

Down 

1  My — for His Highest (Oswald Cham-
bers’ best-known book) (6)  
2  Festival of the resurrection (6)  

3  ‘His sons will prepare for war 
and — a great army’ (Daniel 
11:10) (8)  
4  ‘Let not the — string his 
bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)  
5  Name of the River Thames in 
and around Oxford (4)  
6  ‘From then on Judas watched 
for an opportunity — — him 
over’ (Matthew 26:16) (2,4)  
7  ‘But Christ is faithful — — — 
over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) 
(2,1,3)  
12 Long-handled implement used 
to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3)  
14 Order to which monks and 
nuns devote themselves (8)  
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) 
(3)  

16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)  
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled 
fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)  
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — 
— and threw into the fire?’ (Daniel 3:24) 
(4,2)  
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to 
rest (Genesis 8:4) (6)  
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with 
the world is — towards God?’ (James 
4:4) (6)  
23  Prominent architectural feature of 
large cathedrals such as St Paul’s (4)  

Answers on Page  19 

April  Crossword  

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 
Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 
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Worbey & Farrell 
-four hands, one piano- 

at St Andrew’s Church 
Chippenham SN15 3HT 

Saturday 9th April at 7.30pm 
Tickets:  £12 single /£35 family  

We are delighted to announce that the 
marvellous internationally acclaimed piano duo, Worbey and Farrell, 
are coming to give a concert in Chippenham. 

They will be flying in from engagements in Hawaii to be here on Satur-
day 9th April at 7.30pm in St Andrews Church in Chippenham’s Market 
Place. 

A quick look at their website will show you just how brilliant they are 
when seated at the piano: http://www.worbeyandfarrell.com/ 

The linking commentary is always witty. You will see that they have 
travelled the world with their unique act and can boast many television 
and radio appearances (Sean Rafferty on BBC Radio 3 called them 
‘extremely virtuosic and beyond dazzling!’, Eamonn Holmes on ITV’s 
This Morning simply dubbed them ‘Incredible’). Their huge popularity 
attracts both important music critics and general and mixed audiences 
who have few musical requirements beyond a good night’s entertain-
ment.  

The evening will consist of a selection of their own arrangements of 
many of the great musical classics along with the occasional foray into 
the world of pop. Unstuffy and accessible, this concert will be enjoyed 
by young and old alike. 

We hope that you might consider putting together a party to attend 
and enjoy this wonderful night out. There will be one interval (wine 
and soft drinks available) and the evening should end at about 10pm 
– after the inevitable encores  

Tickets are available in person or by phone   
Monday to Friday 9am to 4.30pm and Saturday 9am to 4pm from 
The Neeld Community & Arts Centre, The Town Hall, High Street, 
Chippenham  SN15 3ER 
01249 446699 

or from Mrs Sue Hollands: s.hollands@tiscali.co.uk 

http://www.worbeyandfarrell.com/
mailto:s.hollands@tiscali.co.uk
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD 

Chippenham Christian Aid Response 2016  

Christian Aid Week 2016 focuses on relief 
from flooding and poverty to our neigh-
bours living in an isolated community on 
the flood plains of Bangladesh because 
they are too poor to be able to live any-
where else. 

Picture a young mother of four. Her hus-
band has left. She has no land. No assets. 

No savings. And the only work she can get is backbreaking manual labour 
for as little as 74p a day. Her home has been flooded several times, and last 
August it flooded again. This is Morsheda. She’s our neighbour, and des-
perately needs our help. 

A Home Safety Package from Christian Aid could raise Morsheda’s home 
on an earth plinth, safe from the flood plain, and allow her to invest in 
things like farm animals, seeds and a composting kit to provide her family 
with food – giving her what she needs to build a better future. 

A new chance at life for Morsheda costs as little as £250. By participating 
in this year’s Christian Aid’s fundraising you can give hope to Morsheda, 
her Family and Community. 

We in Chippenham can identify with 
Morsheda’s flooding plight, not only 
by television pictures we see of dev-
astation from recent flooding in many 
parts of the UK; but also from this 
picture in Wiltshire Gazette & Herald 
of January’s flooding. At least we 
could drive to the supermarket within 
a day or so, and not be afraid of what 
swims in the water. 

The simple activity of collecting donations from our local neighbours, by 
giving just a few hours of our time this year; will show love, in a practical 
way, for some of our poorest global neighbours living life on the edge, in 
the flood plains of Bangladesh: - 

 Door to Door Collections 15th – 21st May 2016 

 Store Collections  Mid May 2016 
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Morsheda’s March on 16th April 2016: 9am to 1pm 

New Walkers most welcome 

As in previous years there will be a sponsored walk in the morning of 16th April 
which we are calling Morsheda’s March, following the traditional route from St 
Paul’s, along the causeway (pictured underwater above) and finishing at Maud 
Heath’s monument up Wick Hill.    

We are grateful to David and Veronica Kilminster for once again opening up their 
home and providing after walk sustenance.   

Dick Spencer has again kindly agreed to coordinate support for walkers on the day; 
and helpers would be appreciated. Please contact Dick (Tel: 01249 651565, email: 
rspencer321@btinternet.com ).  

As well as paper sponsor forms, walkers are invited to use ‘Just Giving’ as an online 
alternative.  

You are needed! 

Will you help Morsheda and her people to a better life? 

Please contact your church Christian Aid Coordinator today; watch the 2 short films 
available to download from 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/secure/CAW16OrderResourcesForm.aspx  

Coffee and tea are 
good for you! 

Want to live a bit longer? Drink three to 
five cups of coffee a day. Or – drink three 
to five cups of tea a day, instead. 

Recent research has found that coffee may reduce your risk of heart 
disease, Parkinson’s, and Type 2 diabetes.  Whether the coffee has 
caffeine or not is immaterial -  the benefits are thought to be linked to 
other plant compounds found in coffee. 

As for tea?  Well, now even the government in the Netherlands is en-
couraging people to drink it.  The Health Council there says that there 
are ‘clear signs’ that tea reduces blood pressure, diabetes and stroke 
risks. (The guidelines add that the tea must be green or black -  rooi-
bos and other herbal teas do not count.) 

Heaven 
Seen in a parish magazine:   “We shall be meeting on Wednesday when the 
subject will be  ‘Heaven - how do we get there?’   Transport by bus is availa-
ble at  6.45pm opposite the King’s Arms. 

mailto:rspencer321@btinternet.com
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/secure/CAW16OrderResourcesForm.aspx
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Diary for April 

Sunday 3 Second Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am    Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  All Age Service St. Andrew’s Church 

 11.15 am Holy Communion  

Monday 4 The Annunciation (transferred) 

Saturday 9 7.30 pm Worbey & Farrell Concert, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 10 Third Sunday of Easter 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 4.00 pm    Andy’s @ 4, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 17 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  All Age Eucharist, St.. Andrew’s Church 

 6.30 pm Blessing of Light, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 24 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 25 St Mark, Evangelist 

Tuesday 26 1.10 pm Lunchtime Concert, St. Andrew’s Church 

 1 Hannah Simpson 
 2 Carole Simpson 
 3 Linda Drummond-Harris 
 4 Jane M Ridgwell  

 5 Sara Bye  
6 Jenny Hancock 
7 Andrew K Woolley © 
8 Ruth Plumridge 

The Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan  

Association of Change Ringers 

Quarter Peals at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham 

 Sunday, 21st February 2016 

1260 Plain Bob Triples 

1st quarter peal on 8 bells –1 

Rung for Evening service;  

also the christening of Henry Moss on 31/01/16 (d.o.b 28/08/15) 
and as a birthday compliment to Joe Smith, 90 on 12/02/16. 
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Worship for Holy Week at St Andrew’s 

Palm Sunday – 20th March 

8am Communion 

10am Eucharist with procession and dramatic reading of the Passion story 

6.30pm Evening Prayer for Holy Week 

Holy Monday 

12 noon Stations of the Cross (1-4) 

8pm Night Prayer and reflection 

Holy Tuesday 

12 noon Stations of the Cross (5-7) 

8pm Night Prayer and reflection 

Holy Wednesday 

12 noon Stations of the Cross (8-11) 

8pm Night Prayer and reflection 

Maundy Thursday – 24th March 

12 noon Stations of the Cross (12-14) 

7.30pm  Informal Eucharist – we remember Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, and his 

gift of himself to us in bread and wine on the night of the Last Supper. At the end of 

the service, around 8.30pm, there is a time of silent prayer - "the Watch" - when we 

recall Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. You are welcome to stay as short or long a 

time as you wish up till 10pm. 

Good Friday 

9.30am – 11am Children’s “Way of the Cross” and Easter Gardens 

10am United Service at Central Methodist Church 

11am March of Witness through the town. Refreshments at St Andrew’s 

2pm – 3pm The Last Hour 

Easter Day – 27th March 

8am Communion 

10am Festival Eucharist and the New Fire of Easter 
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Traditional upholstery done 
to raise roof funds.  

I use traditional materials - webbing, 
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. 
Tacks not staples! I am prepared to 
supply all except the top cover fabric.  

For charges please contact me. 
  

Angela Sammes (654608)  

St Andrew’s 100 Club 
 

The winning numbers in March 

were 40 (£100) 48 (£25) 5 (£10)  

The next draw will be on  
Wednesday 6th April 

St Andrew’s Coffee Shop 

Margaret Harrison (01249 652148) 

      From the Registers  

Baptism 

21st February Brooklyn Christopher Clements 

   ‘Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you’ 

Romans 15.7 

Christian Burial and Cremation 

8th   February Ada Fricker 

22nd  February Derek Malcolm Lovelock 

24th  February Mervyn (‘Jed’) Kenneth Stone 

 ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 

St. John 11.25 

The Ministry of Healing 
 

 

will be offered at St Andrew’s on 

Sunday 17
th
 April  6.30 pm 

 Sunday 28
th 

April  10.00 am 

Wanted 
Seen on a church bulletin:  More 

sinners wanted for the choir.  

******* 

Worry 
I have so many problems that if a 

new one comes along today, it will 
be at least two weeks before I can 

worry about it. 

******* 

Colour Quiz Answers 

1. Red  2. White 3. Orange 4. Silver 5. Blue  
6. Navy 7. Scarlet 8. Wine 9. Yellow 10. Pink 
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace 

On the perils of small study groups 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

So, you are about to run an Alpha course in your parish; I am sure your 
bishop will be delighted. I remember him from my Oxford days. He 
was just starting his course as a gangly undergraduate when I was fin-
ishing my doctorate on Eusebius.  
I recall him as a keen rugby player who took early morning dips in the 
Isis, who led intense discussions on Saint Paul’s theology of “the 
body” over cups of cocoa in the evenings in his rooms and who spent 
his holidays laying paths for the National Trust in the Lake District 
while lodging in Youth Hostels. He’s exactly the sort of person who 
will empathise with your ministry – hearty, enthusiastic and overflow-
ing with compassionate intensity. We were not close friends. 
We tend not to go in for those sort of things here at St. James the Least 
of All, preferring matters a little more relaxed and understated. If we 
ever do hold discussion groups (and they are a regrettable necessity 
during Lent), they always start with a good lunch, finishing with coffee 
and one of Mrs French’s excellent Madeira cakes. Once we have re-
moved from the table, those who manage to stay awake will start to 
tackle the chosen topic. 
However, we always seem to veer off to discussing more interesting 
matters, such as why Col. Chorley is never allowed to sing solos in the 
choir any more, or who moved Mrs Cholmondeley’s flower arrange-
ment from the font the previous week. Apparently she has given notice 
that her weekly contributions on the plate will be much reduced unless 
an appropriate apology is received. 
These matters may not seem as important to you as deciding what the 
“white stone” in Revelation 4 is all about, but let me assure you that to 
members of our congregation, knowing why the second verse of the 
National Anthem is no longer sung at our Remembrance Services is of 
pivotal importance. 
At 2pm we wake up those who have enjoyed an hour’s slumber and 
totter off home, knowing we have once again done our bit for faith in 
the parish. 
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I am sure your own group will 
also return home after your ses-
sions - even if a digestive biscuit 
and weak tea is all that has been 
offered – invigorated and braced 
to tackle the heathen in the par-
ish. We all take our pleasures in 
different ways. 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

ST ANDREW’S 100 CLUB: 

Prizes every month 

The 100 Club is just entering its 
12th year and during this period, 
some £17,500 has been raised for 
church funds.  

We offer three prizes per month, 
£100, £25 and £10 and the cost is 
£5 per month per number. 

We would love to have some new 
members to continue this valuable 
fund raising effort and with three 
chances of winning per month, - it 
could be you!  

Subscriptions may be paid by 
bank standing order, cheque or 
cash and the draw takes place on 
the first Wednesday each month, 
during Coffee Shop. 

Margaret Harrison Crossword  Answers  
(Based on NIV) 

ACROSS: 8, Transgressors. 9, Out. 
10, Ephesians. 11, Throb. 13, Rama-
dan. 16, Nearest. 19, Neath. 22, 
Childless. 24, Ant. 25, Excommuni-
cate   

DOWN: 1, Utmost. 2, Easter. 3, As-
semble. 4, Archer. 5, Isis. 6, To 
hand. 7, As a son. 12, Hoe. 14, Mo-
nastic. 15, Apt. 16, Nuclei. 17, A 
piece. 18, Tied up. 20, Ararat. 21, 
Hatred. 23, Dome.  
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Bishop’s Letter 
In the Lord’s service(s)? 

“Show me the way your weekend 
services are going and I’ll tell you how 

your church is going” 

Thus spake Bill Hybels at a recent coaching 
seminar.  Immediately, I found myself asking, “why would he say 
that?”  After all, you can argue that our churches are much more than 
simply what we get up to on Sundays for an hour and a bit.  And you 
would be right. 

So why would Bill say this? 

I think there maybe a number of reasons.  Firstly, the way we worship 
communicates what we really value.  Of course we are there primarily 
to express something to God.  The Anglo-Saxon word from which our 
word, ‘worship’ derives is the word ‘weorthscipe,’ which means to as-
cribe honour and value.  Worship is how we express together what we 
want express in relation to our belief in God. 

But I wonder if you have ever wondered what someone who might be 
entering your church for the first time might conclude about what you 
truly value? 

 Organ music? 

 A sing song? 

 The person leading the worship? 

 Being part of a well established club which is friendly for its 
members? 

 A physical lack of warmth and comfort? 

 Worship songs? 

The list of course could go on.  Please note that none of these things 
are intrinsically wrong - though being cold and uncomfortable can be a 
big ask – but I don’t think any of us feels that any of these things are 
the most important components of our Sunday worship. 

I wonder if it would be true to say that what we do on Sundays, in part 
at least, is the ‘shop window’ of who we are.  If that has any truth then 
what we do and the way we do it is really important. 

How well I recall when I was a child thinking that Sunday was the most 
boring day of the week.  My family didn’t go to church, the shops were 
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shut, everything seemed closed.  We were so sad that the big treat on 
Sunday afternoons was to go out for a ride in my Dad’s car… 

How different today.  Sunday, sadly is like any other day.  Shopping 
Malls are open and packed and if the Government has its way will be 
open for longer.  If you have children who are into sport then most of it 
takes place on a Sunday morning. Theme parks and National Trust 
properties are open.  There is much to compete for our time and atten-
tion.  Here’s my point.  There is so much you can do on Sundays that 
unless Church has something authentic to offer, people will just not 
come.  Increasingly that seems true. 

Our worship should be inspirational 

Oh I know we don’t want to talk about ‘bums on seats’, but I have nev-
er met a clergyperson or other church leader who really didn’t want to 
see more people in church on a Sunday.  That’s why Christmas at-
tendances give us some hope.  I don’t think we can avoid talking 
about numbers of worshippers – it never bothered St. Luke when he 
wrote Acts of the Apostles! 

I can see the problem, but coming up with a cure is really tough and I 
suspect many of you find the same.  However, I think I want to venture 
one suggestion as Easter comes around yet again with the amazing 
message, HE IS RISEN! 

I think if all of us in our churches at some stage over the next few 
months sat down in our Church Councils and had some sort of discus-
sion around the theme of, “how might we better express the risen life 
of Christ in our worship?” it might just mean that together, we could 
think again. 

Many of my clergy colleagues tell me that many members express 
hostility to the idea of “changing what we have.”  I have often joked as 
someone who goes around churches that if people are celebrating the 
fact that Jesus is alive, their body language is extremely deceptive! 

Worship really matters.  It is a primary, if not the primary call of the 
Church.  I think we should set the bar of at least seeking to inspire 
people so that they might be better motivated and equipped to go into 
the world and live the new life that Jesus secured for those who trust 
him because of the Easter message. 

HE IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  Let’s show the world that this 
is not a vague hope but a reality we want to live and to celebrate.  And 
let our services reflect His new life. 

+ Mike 
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News from Bristol Diocese 
New Benefice arrangements 
for North Wiltshire 
New benefice arrangements for North Wiltshire 

came into effect last month. The changes have 

seen ten former benefices being replaced with 

six new ones. As a result, ten of the old bene-

fices no longer exist.  

These are:  

1) Ashley Crudwell, Hankerton and 

Oaksey  

2) Ashton Keynes, Leigh and Minety  

3) Brinkworth with Dauntsey  

4) Cricklade with Latton  

5) Draycot  

6) Great Somerford, Little Somerford, Seagry and Corston with 

Rodbourne  

7) Garsdon, Lea and Cleverton and Charlton  

8) Malmesbury with Westport and Brokenborough  

9) Sherston Magna, Easton Grey, Luckington, Alderton and Fox-

ley with Bremilham 

10) Hullavington, Norton and Stanton Saint Quintin  

There are now six new benefices, with the following Incumbents: 

1) Malmesbury and Upper Avon – Neill Archer, Vicar  

2) Draycot – Alison Love, Rector  

3) Gauzebrook – Chris Bryan, Rector  

4) Braydon Brook – Phil Daniels, Rector 

5) Upper Thames – Phil Bradley, Vicar  

6) Woodbridge – Steve Wilkinson, Rector  
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The Revd Neill Archer, area dean for North Wiltshire, said: “We had 

known that the organisation of the deanery had not been working on the 

ground for about 10 years. “My predecessor and the clergy of the dean-

ery worked with congregations to develop a way that would allow it to 

work better. We road tested it for the last eight years and discovered 

that it was bearing fruit. “I am delighted that we are now able to make 

these changes official.” 

Please note that, with some boundary alterations, all the parishes and 

churches will remain the same.  

Called to be Fools! 
April Fool’s Day is the traditional way to begin this month! In medieval times 
the fool (or jester) was not just there for amusement. He had an influential 
role in the court, because he could speak the truth in ways others couldn’t. As 
Christians we are also called to be fools; Paul described himself as a ‘fool for 
Christ’ (1 Corinthians 4:10). In what ways is this an appropriate description 
of a Christian? In his letter Paul expands on this theme. 

= a foolish message:                                                                                                                
‘For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.’ (1 Cor 1:18). The heart of the 
Gospel does not focus on clever ideas, but on the Cross of Jesus Christ. This 
message of foolishness and weakness is both God’s wisdom and power for 
our lives!  

= a foolish community:                                                                                                                       
‘But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world to shame the strong.’ (1:27). The church in Cor-
inth consisted of slaves, rather than the rich and successful. God calls the 
weak and vulnerable to follow Him, in order to shame those who think they 
don’t need God. 

= a foolish ministry:                                                                                                                 

 ‘My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, 
but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not 
rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.’ (2:4,5). Paul’s ministry didn’t 
rest on human wisdom, but on the power of the Holy Spirit. For us, this power 
is often displayed when we are at our weakest! 

‘A fool thinks himself to be wise, but a wise man knows himself to be a 
fool.’ (William Shakespeare). 

Paul Hardingham 
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Archbishops call for  

‘great wave of prayer’ for 

evangelism during Pentecost 2016 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are inviting churches to pray 

for the evangelisation of the nation during the week before Pentecost 

Sunday, 8th – 15th May. 

The week of prayer will culminate in ‘Beacon events’ around the coun-

try over Pentecost weekend, where people will pray for the renewal of 

the Holy Spirit and the confidence to share their faith.  

The Archbishops say: “At the heart of our prayers will be words that 

Jesus taught us – ‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.’ We cannot 

overstate the life-transforming power of the Lord’s Prayer.  

Some churches will hold a day or week of continuous ‘24/7’ prayer as 

parishes, teams or deaneries; saying special prayers in Sunday worship; 

prayer walking; or handing out a novena prayer card to every congrega-

tion member. 

 The Beacon events will take place in the following places: 

 St Paul’s Cathedral (Saturday 14th May) – hosted by the Bishop 

of London, the Rt Revd Richard Chartres, and Pete Greig, found-

er of 24/7 prayer, with sung worship led by Tim Hughes and Jake 

Isaac. 

 Durham Cathedral (Sunday 15th May) – with sung worship led 

by Lou Fellingham. 

 Coventry Cathedral (Sunday 15th May) – with sung worship led 

by Noel Richards. 

 Winchester Cathedral (Sunday 15th May) – with sung worship 

led by Matt Redman. 

 St Michael le Belfrey, York (Sunday 15th May) - hosted by Mat-

thew Porter & Miriam Swaffield with sung worship led by Tom 

Holmes 

 Canterbury Cathedral (Sunday 15th May) – hosted by Arch-

bishop Justin Welby and Pete Greig, with sung worship led by 

Tim Hughes. 
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St Nicholas’ Church 
Tytherton Lucas 

Service Times at St Nicholas’ 
 

   Care of the Church 

      3rd    Apr 10.00 am Morning Service Margaret Gubbins  Petrina Drewitt 

10th  Apr 8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. Jim Scott  Petrina Drewitt 

17th  Apr 10.00 am Matins Derek Copeland Sheila Laurence 

24th Apr 8.30 am Holy Communion Rod Key Sheila Laurence 

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING 
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS 

For a local and reliable service call: 

OFFICE 01249 661475 MOBILE 07810 717235 

EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info  WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info 

Skittles Evening 
Saturday 23rd April 7 pm 

Tytherton Village Hall 
Cost £5 including ploughman’s supper. 

Bar will be open and there will also be a raffle. 

Prizes for the highest scoring man and woman as well as a booby 
prize for the lowest score during the evening. 

Please contact Sheila Laurence on 01249 740687 or  

sheila.a.laurence@gmail.com 
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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest  Rod Key 652788 
   St Andrew’s Vicarage 
   54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW 
   keychippenham@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Eryl Spencer 651565 
Lay Minister: Margaret Gubbins 248757 

Churchwardens: Daphne Jefferies 659820  
 Brian Elliott 463230 
 

Director of Music:  David Dewar              07772607830 
                                             dom@musicatchippenham.org.uk 
 

Head Server: Michael Sammes 654608 

 

Sacristan: John Le Grange 249256 
Sacristan: Elizabeth Sexton (St Nicholas’) 660235 

 

PCC Secretary: Becky Harding 656440 
 harding_rebecca@sky.com 
 at St Nicholas’ Sheila Laurence 740687 

 

PCC Treasurer: Chris Norris 444541 
 chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Assistant Treasurer: Norman Fox 661236 
   

 at St Nicholas’ Mike Holtham 740657   
 

Weekly Notice Sheet: Ros Harford 812190 
  Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening 

 

Care Group Co-ordinator: Eryl Spencer 651565 
 

Gift Aid Officer: Wendy Reeves 650622 
Giving Officer  Ros Harford                                                      812190  
Data Protection Officer: Graham Gee                                         07882 705237   
Electoral Roll Officer: Ros Harford 812190 
Health & Safety Officer: George Silk 462249 
Parish Safeguarding   
     Officer:  Daphne Jefferies 659820  
   
 

Sunday Club: Liz Bennett 652856 
 
PCC Sub-Committees 
 

Fabric Committee: George Silk 462249 
Social Events:  Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Social Responsibility: Dick Spencer 651565 
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Youth and Children: Eryl Spencer 651565  
Bell-ringers: Bob Mustow 443019 
Prayer Circle: Eryl Spencer 651565  

Mothers’ Union: Margaret Gubbins 248757 
 

Friends of St Andrew’s: Eileen Yates 443952 
100 club: Margaret Harrison 652148 
 

Traidcraft: Mary Watts 654600 
Flower Arrangers: Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Church Watch: Beryl Fox 653394 
 A rota of volunteers who keep the Church open and welcome visitors 
 

Coffee Shop  
 Co-ordinator: Liz Fox 661236 
 

Magazine Editor: Jenny Norris 444541 
  magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk  
Magazine Distribution: Sue Haslop 321988 
Web Master George Silk 
  klisdg@gmail.com 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above) 
Sunday Club  Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am 

Choir Practice  Friday, 7.15 pm 

Bell ringing   Practice night: Wednesday evenings in the Tower 

Mothers’ Union  First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in the Hall 

Coffee Shop  Wednesdays 9.30 am—12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church 

Christian Meditation  

Group Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane 

 Contact Michael Sammes   654608 

The Church Office  
Market Place, SN15 3HT 

 
Tel: (01249) 655947 

with out of hours answering machine 
 

For general enquiries e-mail: 
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

   

 

Thursdays, 6.15 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
 to make arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriage, reading of 
Banns, etc. 

              office@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 
Wednesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
 to book the Hall and church  
 (for concerts and events etc.) 
         bookings@standrewschippenham.org.uk 



Church Services 
 

at St Andrew’s Parish Church 
 

Sundays  

                 8.00 am Holy Eucharist 
  

                10.00 am 1
st
 Sunday   A Service for All ( followed by 

                                          a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15) 
 2

nd
 Sunday  Parish Eucharist 

 3
rd

 Sunday   All Age Eucharist 
 4

th
 & 5

th
 Sundays  Parish Eucharist  

 (Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)  
  

                  4.00 pm Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family, 
followed by refreshments - 2

nd
 Sunday)  

           
 6.30 pm Blessing of the Light & Ministry of Healing 
                                        (3

rd
 Sunday of the month - see diary page) 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday                                    

  8.30 am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

  8.00 am   Morning Prayer 

Thursday 

  8.30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas 
 

Sundays  

  8.30 am Holy Communion (2
nd 

& 4
th 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Morning Service (1

st 
Sundays) 

  10.00 am Matins (3
rd 

Sundays) 
  3.00 pm Evensong (5

th
 Sunday – Winter months) 

  6.30 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Summer months) 
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