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A Christmas Journey 

“Walk a mile in my moccasins.” – a Native 
American proverb. “Always treat other people the 
way you would want them to treat you” – Jesus’ 
Golden Rule (and, surprisingly, also a proverb of 
Confucius). “Do as you would be done by.” – 
Max Bygraves. 

All coming from different parts of the world, and 
all saying the same thing; the willingness to see 
things from another person’s point of view is crucial to being human. 
Whatever action or judgement we may be about to make, we need to 
stop and ask ourselves how it would feel to have the same thing done 
to us. Would I want someone else to treat me that way? If the answer is 
“No”, then perhaps I ought to think again. 

The best thing about the “Golden Rule” is that it’s a universal standard; 
we are all able to use it – people of all faiths or none – from the school 
playground to the Houses of Parliament; no one can say that it’s im-
possible, or it’s only for religious people. We can all put ourselves in 
another person’s shoes for a moment and ask ourselves how it would 
feel - to see if our actions are caring and just. Even if we have to go to 
war – against terrorism or some other threat – the Golden Rule helps us 
be clear that we do so only because there is no other way to protect the 
innocent. 

So what has this to do with Christmas? Well, if we express our concern 
for our fellow humans by putting ourselves in their shoes for a little 
while, we can hardly expect God to do less. A God who sits and watch-
es our human journey from some remote and distant place doesn’t get 
my vote. But a God whose intention from the very beginning was to 
share our humanity completely, from birth in a cow shed and fleeing as 
a refugee, to suffering, rejection and death, helps me to see that God 
knows what it feels like in my shoes. 

So when I find life a struggle and cry out to God, “Just you try it for a 
while!” I have to remember: 

He did. 

With best wishes 

Rod 
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Thursday December 3rd 

Pre Christmas Lunch  

12 noon for 12.30 start 

North Wilts Bowls Club 

All in the month of 
DECEMBER 

It was:- 

150 years ago:- on 4th Dec 1865, 
that Edith Cavell was born. This 
British nurse and WW1 heroine 
saved the lives of injured soldiers 
regardless of which side they were 
on, and was eventually shot by the 
Germans. 

75 years ago:- on 29th Dec 1940, 
that Germany dropped thousands of 
incendiary bombs and high explo-
sives on the City of London, caus-
ing the worst fire damage since the 
Great Fire of 1666. 

60 years ago:- on 20th Dec 1955, 
that Cardiff was proclaimed the cap-
ital city of Wales. 

25 years ago:- on 1st Dec 1990, that 
construction workers on the Chan-
nel Tunnel broke through the last 
wall of rock separating the two 
halves, and Britain and France were 
linked for the first time in tens of 
thousands of years. 

Carols misheard by 
children:  

Deck the Halls with Buddy 
Holly 

We three kings of porridge 
and tar 

On the first day of Christmas 
my tulip gave to me  

What do fish sing at Christmas? 

Shark, the herald angels sing. 
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St. Andrew’s Big Clean! 

Members of St. Andrew’s turned out in force on Saturday26th Septem-
ber to give the church a major clean up. As well as cleaning the seating 

and floors, the hoovers with huge extensions were used to clean the 
walls and remove cobwebs not normally reached! 

BATHROOM & EN-SUITE INSTALLATIONS - SHOWERS & TILING 
WATER SOFTENERS & SCALE INHIBITORS 

For a local and reliable service call: 

OFFICE 01249 661475 MOBILE 07810 717235 

EMAIL enquiries@abcplumbing.info  WEBSITE www.abcplumbing.info 
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Music Matters 

Carol Services  and 
Services of Carols 

We’re all familiar enough, I suspect, with 
the various carol services across the 
Christian world which occur at this time.  
I thought it might be interesting to ponder 
on ours in context for a little time.   

King’s College, Cambridge model 

 For most people nowadays, I suspect, 
when asked to think about a carol service, their response would be to cite the 
well-known King’s College, Cambridge, one. This, more precisely known as 
the “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols”, was first held on Christmas Eve 
1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who, at the age of thirty-four, had 
just been appointed Dean of King’s after experience as an army chaplain 
which had convinced him that the Church of England needed more imagina-
tive worship. (He devised the College’s Advent Carol Service in 1934, and 
was a liturgical pioneer and authority during his twenty-two years as Dean of 
York.) The music was then directed by Arthur Henry Mann, Organist from 
1876 to 1929. More latterly, the music was directed by the hugely influential 
Sir David Willcocks – whose death was announced a few weeks before I 
write this. King’s have always, I believe, made a point of including newly 
commissioned carols, together with the traditional musical fare. 

St. Andrew’s Carol Service 

It will doubtless, to many, come as no surprise that this is the model I prefer – 
having grown up with it only slightly adapted in many cathedrals. Our main 
one, and the slightly more formal one at Tytherton Lucas, which we have 
sung in addition to our own over the past few years, is quite closely modelled 
on the King’s pattern. After all, it works and is in many ways familiar as a 
sequence to the churched and the unchurched – an important point for the 
Christmas Eve Carol Service, where many come as their only experience of 
church during the course of a year. It stands, I strongly believe, as both our 
own celebration and anticipation, but also as our gift to the town and its peo-
ple at Christmas. We also, like King’s, have a tradition of including new mu-
sic as well as old – though we cannot afford new commissions. Nevertheless, 
a couple of years ago we sang ‘Lully, Lully, Lulla’ by Philip Stopford – a 
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young composer who was formerly 
Organist of St Anne’s Cathedral, Bel-
fast.   Last year, we included not only 
Sir John Tavener’s ‘The Lamb’, but 
also a carol setting new to Wiltshire – 
‘Hush little one’, with words and mu-
sic from colleagues in Cheltenham. 
These help renew the familiar format 
each year, and challenge the choir – 
who rise spectacular to these challenges. This year, we have some new ar-
rangements, some unfamiliar settings of old words, a ‘family carol’ arrange-
ment, and many of the old traditionals. By the way, if you did not already 
know this, the descants in the big carols are often those written for King’s by 
David Willcocks.  

There was a mention, earlier, of King’s College’s Advent Carol service. 
Such services usually take place on the first Sunday of Advent, though we 
shifted ours last year accommodate a civic event. This is an opportunity to 
mark the start of the Advent season with some less familiar carols setting 
particular words for the season – and is much more contemplative than the, 
usually very celebratory, Christmas version.  We are not singing an Advent 
Carol service this year – I believe there are more conflicting civic events 
which preclude it. 

Not too late to join the Christmas Choir! 

For logistical reasons, connected with sourcing print materials, and the nec-
essary and fruitful collaboration with the Vicar, I start planning the musical 
content of the Carol Services in around April. In order to continue rehearsing 
the music for each month’s round of normal (and some special) liturgies in 
the autumn, we begin to devote half of the weekly choir rehearsal to Carol 
Service music from the last Friday in October, and have (for the Christmas 
Eve service) a final sitzprobe a couple of days prior to it. For our small, but 
courageous, choir, it’s a big sing. This is one of the reasons why we are so 
keen to welcome others who would like to sing with us. [By the time this 
comes out, it’s not too late to volunteer!] 

The original, and newer, editions of the Oxford Book of Carols (which is a 
superlative repository of source material) contains much more than Christ-
mas and Advent carols – there are those, too, for New Year, for Easter, for 
Harvest, etc..   Carols are truly the ‘folk-songs’ of the church. 

carol, n. 
a. A song or hymn of religious joy. 
a1547   Earl of Surrey tr. Virgil Certain Bks. Aenæis (1557) ii. sig. Biv,   Children, and 
maides, that holly carolles sang. 

David Dewar 

javascript:void(0)
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Andy’s @ 4  
Come and join us for our monthly  

informal service for all the family 
December 13th 

at St Andrews church, Chippenham 

Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments 
For more information phone  

01249 651565 

Sunday Club Diary 
  13th December 

HOLLY 
We sing about the ‘Holly and the Ivy’ 
and prickly green leaves and red 
berries are everywhere in Christmas 
decorations.  
In Scandinavian countries the holly 
is even known as the ‘Christ-thorn’ 
and it seems that the name of the 
holly actually came from the word 
‘holy’. 
The holly reminds us of the death of 
Jesus – the sharp prickles on the 
leaves are like the crown on thorns 
that Jesus was forced to wear on 
the cross. The red berries remind us 
of the drops of blood that came 
where the thorns hurt his head. 

 
Holly is an evergreen, which means 
that it does not lose its leaves in the 
autumn, but keeps them all year 
round. And because its leaves are 
always green it is a symbol of eter-
nal life.  

SHARP PRESENTS 
A quick way to make little presents 
for all your class and friends.  
You will need nice pencils, glue 
(spray glue is best) and Christmas 
wrapping paper with a small pattern 
on it. Choose round pencils rather 
than the hexagonal type.  
Cut a strip of wrapping paper wide 
enough to wrap around the pencil 
and as long as the pencil. Put glue 
on the back of the paper and wrap it 
around the pencil. When the glue 
has dried; trim away any excess 
paper with small scissors. 
 

  

What do elves 
sing to Santa? 
Freeze a Jolly 
Good Fellow! 

What did the 
werewolf write 
on his Christmas cards? 

Best vicious of the season. 
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Christmas 

Welcome 

Good people, welcome to this place, 
Here we are come, by God’s good 
grace, 
To celebrate his dear son’s birth 
And his life’s journey on this earth. 

Forget your scheming, planning, 
spending, 
Your lists of items never-ending: 
Forget the queues and buying wares, 
Forget the mortgage and repairs. 

Come to the cave of all delight, 
the cave wherein was born one night 
the like was never seen on earth. 
Relive the night that gave Christ 
birth. 

Shake off your learning and your 
lore 
And come with us to Heaven’s door. 
Divest your spirit of all vice 
And journey now to Paradise. 
For in the turning of each year 
Christ’s born again, as doth appear. 

Here we are come loudly to sing 
And hail the birth of Heaven’s king. 
Here we are come again to sing 
And recognise Earth’s hallowing. 
Here we are come to a cattle stall 
To learn to Love will conquer all.  

Dorothy Burbige 

A Christmas quiz 
 
1.  According to the 1st chapter of 
Matthew, ‘Immanuel’ is interpreted to 
mean ___ ____ ___. 

2.  The Moabite widow, Ruth, is men-
tioned by name only 12 times in the 
book named after her, and not again 
until Matthew 1:5.  What makes this 
woman’s life so significant to the 
birth of Jesus Christ? 

3.  An angel of the Lord told Joseph, 
Mary’s betrothed, ‘Do not _______ to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit.’   

4.  What caused Elizabeth’s unborn 
baby to leap for joy in her womb, 
when she was visited by her relative 
Mary? 

5.  What was the angel’s name who 
visited Mary to tell her she had been 
chosen to be the Mother of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

6.  What does Bethlehem mean? 

7.  Why did Mary and Joseph travel to 
Bethlehem? 

8.  What did the angels say to the 
shepherds? 

9.  What did the chief priests tell Her-
od that worried him so much? 

10.  Why was ‘a voice heard in 
Ramah, weeping and great mourn-
ing?’ 

Answers on Page 12 Why are Christmas trees like bad 
knitters? 

They both drop needles. 
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Across 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , 
and spreads them out like a tent to live 
in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, 
when it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 
8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days 
as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 
52:11) (8 
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 
9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was 
Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals 
(of the USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, 
Auld — — (4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for 
his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 
17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 

Down 
1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) 
(4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  
3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in 
remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 
11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance 
of the Roman Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers 
took with them on their second jour-
ney to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into 
my side. Stop doubting and be-
lieve’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthi-
ans 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful 

of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Ne-
hemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns con-
quered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which 
Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 
Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come 
from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and 
St George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 

Answers on Page  16 

December Crossword  

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 
Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 
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 1 Jane Ridgwell 
 2 Lin Drummond-Harris 
 3 Sara Bye 

4 Morley Bray  
 5 Bob Mustow 
6 Andrew K Woolley © 

The Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan  

Association of Change Ringers 

Quarter Peals at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham 

 Sunday, 18th October 2015 

1260 Plain Bob Minor 

For Evening service 

and as part of the G & B Assn Peal & Quarter Peal Festival 

Also to mark significant birthdays for Lin (70) on 15th October 

and John Bray, Morley’s dad (90) on 25th October 

 
Answers to the quiz 
 
1. God with us – Matt 1:23 
2. Her child is in Christ’s lineage – Matt 
1:5 
3. ‘Be afraid/fear’  Matt 1:20 
4. Mary’s greeting/ the Holy Spirit 
5. Gabriel – Luke 1:26 
6. The House of Bread.  It was the city 
of David – Luke 2:4 
7. To be registered in a Roman census 
Luke 2:1-5 
8. ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy….’ Luke 2:10 
9. ‘But you Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judea… out of you will come a ruler who 
will be the shepherd of my people Isra-
el.’  Matt 2:6 
10. Massacre of the Innocents by Herod 
– Matt 2:1  

Nigel Beeton imagines a scenario where 
an angel suffers from vertigo 

Vertigo! 
“Glory to God in the Highest!” 
Sang all the angels of light 
Save only one, and that was me 
The one that’s frightened of 
height! 

“Unto you is born a baby 
“Born in David’s Town this day!” 
I think they’ve heard – can we go 
home? 
The ground is a long way away! 

“You’ll find him in a manger there 
“To Beth’lem men! And be 
quick!” 
OK Gabe, we’ve done our bit 
I’m feeling rather sick! 

They plucked their harps and sang 
their songs 
Their haloes were aglow! 
To be an angel’s not much fun 
When you have vertigo! 

How to get more presents…. 

Joe: Did you get many Christmas 
presents? 

Jack: I sure did.  A lot more than 
my four brothers. 
Joe: Why was that? 
Jack: On Christmas morning I got 
up two hours before them. 
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Support Doorway Sleep Out 

23
rd

 January 2016 
On the night of Satur-
day 23rd January 2016, 
a number of valiant 
folk will be sleeping 
rough in the church-
yard.  We do this every 
other year to raise 
awareness of the plight 
of the homeless in our 
area and to raise funds 
for the work of Door-
way.  You can support us in this venture in a number of ways: 

 by sleeping out that night and getting sponsorship to do it 
 by sponsoring someone else who is sleeping out that night 
 donating on line at virginmoneygiving.com and searching for the 

Doorway page 
 sponsoring Sue Symonds who will be patrolling the site from 

5.30 pm on Saturday to 7.30 am on Sunday as a safety officer 
 coming to the short service in church at 8.00  pm on Saturday 

23rd January taken by Rod Key 

All information and sponsorship packs are available on the Doorway 
website, doorwayproject.org.uk or speak to any Doorway volun-
teer.  Thank you. 

Sue Symonds   

Extension to the 
kitchen in Church   
A note of appreciation from 

those who wash up and work in 

the kitchen area; grateful thanks 

to the anonymous donor who 

has made the improvements 

possible. 

Loneliness 
Loneliness is to endure the presence 

of one who does not understand.  

 Elbert Hubbard 

The only way to entertain some 
folks is to listen to them.  

 

Kin Hubbard 

http://virginmoneygiving.com/
http://doorwayproject.org.uk/
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The Ministry of Healing 
 

 

will be offered at St Andrew’s on 

Sunday 27
th     

December        10.00 am 

      From the Registers 
Holy Matrimony 

10th October William Butler and Annabelle Oakley 

‘God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 

and God lives in them’ 

1 John 4.16 

Christian Burial and Cremation 

5th   October Doreen Morse 

22nd  October Andrew Knee 

 ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 

St. John 11.25 

Christmas Eve Traditions 
Christmas Eve has its own customs, the most popular of 
which is going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mas.  
This is the only Mass of the year which is allowed to 
start after sunset.   In Catholic countries such as Spain, 
Italy and Poland,  Midnight Mass is in fact the most 
important church service of the entire Christmas season, 
and many people traditionally fast beforehand.  In other 

countries, such as Belgium and Denmark, people dine during the evening, and 
then go on to the Midnight Service. 

The English are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging presents:  
in Germany,  Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange on Christmas 
Eve.  But the English are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, where the Christmas 
tree is not even brought into the house and decorated until Christmas Eve. 

Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but traditionally 
it was lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous year’s log, and then 
would be burned non-stop until 12th Night (6th January).   Tradition also de-
creed that any greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe must wait until Christ-
mas Eve until being brought into the house.  
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Diary for December 

Saturday 5 7.30 pm Village Singers Concert, St Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 6 Second Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 am    Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  All Age Service St. Andrew’s Church 

 11.15 am Holy Communion  

Thursday 10 7.30 pm Carol’s around the piano, 

  St. Andrew’s Church 

Saturday 12 10.00 am –12 noon Church flower’s Coffee Morning 

Sunday 13 Third Sunday of Advent 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 4.00 pm    Andy’s @ 4, St. Andrew’s Church 

Monday 14 6.00 pm Charter School Carol service, 

  St Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 15 6.00 pm Kings Lodge School Carol Service, 

  St Andrew’s Church 

Thursday 17 7.00 pm Abbeyfield School Concert, 

  St Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 20 Third Sunday of Advent 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 10.00 am  All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

 6.30 pm No Evening Service at St. Andrew’s Church 

 6.30 pm Carol Service, St. Nicholas Church 

Thursday 24 Christmas Eve 

 4.00 pm Crib Service, St. Andrew’s Church 

 7.00 pm Carol Service, St. Andrew’s Church 

 11.30 pm Midnight Mass, St. Andrew’s Church 

Friday 25 Christmas Day 

 8.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Saturday 26 St Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 

Sunday 27 First Sunday after Christmas 

 8.00 am  No Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

 10.00 am  Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 
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Canon David Winter: 

The Way I See It :   
The Pivotal importance of the 
Middle East 
It’s astonishing how the epicentre of world news has 
always seemed to be what we call the ‘Middle East’.  

Ever since history was first recorded, these lands have been its backdrop: 
great civilisations and powers, Babylon, Assyria, Egypt, and Persia occupied 
the world’s centre stage, sometimes for centuries.  When they were replaced, 
it was usually by another one of that short list.  

The world’s two greatest religions, Christianity and Islam, were born here, 
offspring of a smaller but even older one, Judaism. These very lands were 
the site of the Garden of Eden, the poetic source and beginning of the whole 
human story. 

Sadly, these lands have also been marked out as battle-fields – and the apoc-
alyptic message warns that they will be the site of the final great conflict, 
Armageddon. Today our TV screens are full of images of devastated towns 
and cities, destroyed by bombing and shelling. Is this not only the history 
but also the fate of the Middle East? 

The Significance of Christmas 

But now comes Christmas, and we hear a different message echoing from 
the same region. It was first heard in a field outside Bethlehem: ‘Peace, 
goodwill among people’.  The child who was born in a stable in the Middle 
East nearly 2000 years ago was to be known as the ‘Prince of Peace’. He 
came, the Bible says, to ‘preach 
peace to those who are near, and 
peace to those who are far off’.  

The Great Paradox 

This is the great paradox. In the 
midst of conflict, in a land that had 
suffered enemy occupation for 300 
years, there came a message of 
peace.  

Hard to hear over the noise of bat-
tle, but insistent, it will surely 
prove in the end to be the greatest 
gift that these much-abused lands 
have offered to the world. 

Crossword  Answers  
(Based on NIV) 

 

ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy.       
7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah.      
13, Ate. 16, Job’s comforter. 17, 
NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 
25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench.  
 
 

DOWN:1, Debt. 2, Peaceable.           
3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put 
it. 10, Excel. 11, Is man. 12, 
Hoofs.     13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 
15, Ijon.      18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 
21, Greed.     22, GCMG. 23, Leah. 
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD 

Church Commissioners commit to disclosing 
carbon footprint  

 The Church Commissioners for England has announced 
that it has signed the PRI Montreal Pledge, an initiative 
that commits signatories to measuring and publicly disclos-
ing the carbon footprint of their equity portfolio each year. 

 The Pledge was launched last year in Montreal during the 
annual conference of the Principles for Responsible Invest-
ment (PRI), which the Commissioners signed up to in 
2010, and is also supported by the UN Environment Pro-
gramme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI). The pledge is part 
of a series of initiatives taken by the Commissioners to encourage sus-
tainability across their portfolio.  

Environmental Podcasts for Advent  
This year a specially 
themed Advent calendar 
mixes Christmas with 
conservation.  Produced 
by Christian environ-
ment charity A Rocha 
UK, the online calendar offers daily podcasts by leaders in conserva-
tion, development and theology. 

On the theme Hope for the World, they share ‘thought for the day’-
style seasonal reflections – and rally people to pray for the planet.   Au-
dio clips can be heard from such commentators as Christian Aid chief 
Loretta Minghella OBE and TV presenter Peter Owen-Jones. They ap-
ply ‘hope’ to United Nations climate change talks, which take place in 
Paris just before the festivities. 

In his own podcast, Nicky Gambel, Holy Trinity Brompton vicar and 
Alpha pioneer says that not all is doom and gloom in this area. ‘We 
should enjoy God’s creation with gratitude not guilt’. 

For audio reflections with transcripts, visit http://advent.arocha.org.uk. 

You can register for the daily notifications now, no need to wait for the 
start of Advent. 

http://advent.arocha.org.uk
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace 

On how to make the most of carol singing 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

Carol singing is not what it used to be.  My fond memories of a group 
of choristers, muffled in scarves and overcoats, carrying lanterns and 
walking from door to door in the snow, as they sang ‘While shepherds 
watched …’ had to be suddenly revised when I saw your own music 
group, in T-shirts inscribed with ‘Jesus loves You’, singing ‘Little don-
key’, in your shopping centre. I suspect any money you raised would 
just about have paid for the electricity used to power your banks of 
electronic equipment. Singing in the main square of the Centre next to 
the fountain may have looked good, but it seemed to mean that the 
choirmen were obliged to make constant trips to the lavatory. 

Here at St. James the Least of All, carol singing is regarded as a staff 
perk for the choir; the year when the Boys’ Brigade tried to break their 
monopoly was suppressed with a ruthlessness that would have im-
pressed Genghis Kahn.    

 Our annual carol-singing route involves months of meticulous plan-
ning.  We find that a transparent collection box is vital, so that donors 
can see what earlier patrons have given. This means that those who are 
bound to put in notes must be visited first – ‘pour encourager les au-
tres’.  It also needs a detachable base, so that if coppers are given, they 
can be removed from sight before the next call. 

 Those homes that contain several children are visited just after bed-
time, so that parents will give generously simply to get the choir to go 
somewhere else.  Veiled threats to stay and sing more carols (unless 
they give generously) are usually very effective. Getting whoever looks 
the most innocent and photogenic to ring the bell and ask for money is 
a far more subtle way of ensuring a donation than planting any number 
of mafia lookalikes (such as our church treasurer) on the doorstep. 

 The choir always finishes its evening at the local pub – but again, the 
timing has to be carefully managed. Too early and there will only be 
the landlord, his wife and their Labrador to listen; too late and people 
will be so full of Christmas cheer that any carols will be hi-jacked and 
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St Andrew’s 100 Club 
 

The winning numbers in November 

were 26(£100) 30 (£25) 45 (£10)  

The next draw will be on  
Wednesday 2nd December 

St Andrew’s Coffee Shop 

Margaret Harrison (01249 652148) 

 

Builder 

 
 

garden walls, patios, chimney builds, 
drainage, fencing, chain sawing, 

 
All jobs to be considered. 

Just Ask!  
 

Discounts for our  
Mature Customers, 

 

Friendly, Caring Tradesman. Various 
Jobs undertaken  

                                 
TEL. 01249 463 132 

EMAIL;  Jeremyfry1@sky.com 
MOBILE; 0795 1981 512 

become the equivalent of back-of
-the bus rugby songs. 

I am never entirely sure what 
charity our choristers collect for, 
but the fact that all the men re-
turn to the pub once the boys are 
taken home does rather give one 
pause for thought. 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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The story behind the hymn: 
Good King Wenceslas 

A carol with no mention of the Nativi-
ty. Yet, each year at Christmas we 
sing about good King Wenceslas 
looking on the Feast of Stephen… 
ever wonder who on earth he was?  
Here are three of the five verses… 

Good King Wenceslas looked on 
the Feast of Stephen 

When the snow lay round about, 
deep and crisp and even. 

Brightly shone the moon that 
night, tho’ the frost was cruel 

When the poor man came sight, gathering winter fuel… 

Bring me flesh and bring me wine; bring me pine logs hither; 

Thou and I will see him dine when we bear them thither. 

Page and monarch forth they went, forth they went together, 

Through the rude winds’ wild lament, and the bitter weather… 

In his master’s step he trod where the snow lay dinted; 
Heat was in the very sod which the saint had printed. 
Therefore Christian men, be sure wealth of rank possessing, 
Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourself find blessing. 

This carol was 900 years in the making…  and started with a brutal 
murder in Bohemia. 

Wenceslas assassinated 

For Wenceslas was a real person, the Duke of Bohemia, who lived in 
the early 10th century. He seems to have been a rare ruler, in that he was 
just and had compassion for the poor. His goodness made him enemies, 
and when he was only 22, he was assassinated on the steps of a church 
in Prague in 935 by his brother, Boleslaw the Bad. 
But that was not the end of Wenceslas. Deeply mourned by the com-
mon people, he was soon considered a martyr and a saint.  A cult of 
Wenceslas grew up in Bohemia, influencing the High Middle Ages idea 
of the rex Justus – or ‘righteous king’ -  that is, a monarch whose pow-
er stems mainly from his great piety.  
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John Mason Neale writes the carol 

The story of Wenceslas came to England 
sometime before 1853, when Queen Victoria’s 
envoy to Stockholm sent some rare books to a 
friend, John Mason Neale, Warden of Sack-
ville College, East Grinstead.  Here Neale 
found the story of Wenceslas in an ancient 
poem by Czech poet Václav Alois Svoboda.  
Neale published his translation as a carol in 
1853.  He made the ‘Duke’ into a ‘King’, as a 
later Pope had conferred the regal title on 
Wenceslas. 

If the story is ancient, so is the melody that 
Neale chose for his carol  - it goes back to Finland in 1582. ‘Tempus 
Adest Floridum’ comes from a collection Piae Cantiones, where it is a 
spring hymn, clearly intended to accompany energetic dancing. 

The story behind the carol 

The carol tells the poignant story of a young 
king and his page braving harsh winter 
weather in order to bring food, wine and fuel 
to a poor peasant on the Feast of St Stephen 
(26th December).  The journey is terrible, and 
the page only gets through by following in 
the king’s footprints, step by step, through 
deep snow. There are themes here of follow-
ing Christ, through suffering, to do good to 
the poor.   

The charitable giving which the carol pro-
motes is an old part of Boxing Day tradition 
(now, alas, supplanted by a spree at the first 
day of the sales). But nobody has ever under-
stood why Heale makes Wenceslas feel impelled to take pine logs to a 
peasant who already lives next to a forest, nor is it clear what signifi-
cance can be ascribed to the footprint in the snow mentioned in the last 
verse. 

His remains are interred in St Vitus’s cathedral in Prague, and he has 
also been made patron saint of the Czech Republic. His Saint’s Day is 
September 28th. 
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BOOK CORNER 
 

Whatever Is Lovely –  
a colouring book for 
adults 

Authentic, £10.00 

A relaxing, reflective colouring book for adults 
that inspires creativity and worship in a calm 
and colourful way. 

In today's hectic, stress-filled, screen-weary world, we are all looking 
for ways to return to simple pleasures and uncomplicated creativity. 
‘Whatever Is Lovely’ invites us to immerse themselves in inspirational 
quotes from the Bible, hymns, and contemporary authors while they 
colour pages individually designed by a range of artists and illustrators. 

Love for the Lost 
by Catherine Fox 

SPCK, £9.99 

This novel examines the themes of faith and for-
giveness, love and loss, holding on and letting go.  
Isobel Knox is happy and confident in her new job 
and likes her single life, free as it is from confusing 
entanglements. Supressing her emotions and bury-
ing painful memories has become second nature to 
her.   

But then two men shatter her calm, brittle world: Davy, a young police-
man, who falls in love with her, and Johnny Whitaker, a charismatic 
priest with a troubled marriage.  

Practical Help for Stressed Christians 

by Andrew Procter  
SPCK, £9.99 

Here is some comforting and practical advice for 
Christians battling with high levels of pressure. The 
authors offer material for meditation or reflection; 
encouragement, and finally something for the reader 
to work on.  
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My Journey So Far 
by Andrew White  

LionHudson, £11.99 

Andrew White is something of a legend: a man 
of great charm and energy, whose personal suf-
fering has not deflected him from his role as one 
of the world’s most trusted mediators and recon-
cilers.  

As a child and young man growing up in Lon-
don, Andrew set his heart on working in the field 
of anaesthetics, an ambition he achieved, but lat-
er found himself called into Anglican ministry. 
He has since had a considerable role in the work of reconciliation, both 
between Christian and Jew and between Shi'ite and Sunni Muslim. As 
Vicar of St George's Baghdad, the only Anglican church in Iraq, he 
leads a team providing food, health care, and education on a major 
scale and often in dire circumstances.  

Despite the pain from multiple sclerosis, he has nevertheless been able 
to mediate between opposing extremes. He is frequently involved in 
hostage negotiations, and played a key role in ending the siege at the 
Church of the Nativity in Jerusalem.  He has had close personal deal-
ings with Yasser Arafat and Pope John Paul II. He has been kidnapped, 
lives in constant danger, and ISIS is a growing threat. He is trusted by 
those who trust very few.  

Children’s books popular this Christmas 
 

Children’s books seem set to rival adult fiction under the Christmas 
tree this winter.  According to the list recently released by the book 
trade, this year’s 500 potential best-sellers include 115 children’s 
books.  

That is double the number from last year, when it was only 50.  

Children’s fiction certainly seems to be bucking the digital revolution.  
Look out for:  

 An Eagle in the Snow (Michael Morpurgo) ,  

 Aliens Love Dinopants (Claire Freedman)   

 Tom Gates9 (Liz Pichon)  

 Little Stars (Jacqueline Wilson.)  
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Contact Yvonne 
 01249 446966 

Yvonneryden@btinternet.com 

To paint oils/watercolour 
From photographs of 

Your favourite pet/scene 

All proceeds to 
St Andrew’s Spire/ 

Roof Appeal 

Traditional upholstery done 
to raise roof funds.  

I use traditional materials - webbing, 
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. 
Tacks not staples! I am prepared to 
supply all except the top cover fabric.  
For charges please contact me. 
  

Angela Sammes (654608)  

Post those cards on time! 

  Final posting dates are as follows:   

- 7th Dec:  Far East and Eastern Europe. 

- 8th Dec:  The Caribbean.   

- 10th Dec:  Australia and New Zealand. 

- 14th Dec:  Germany, Italy and Poland. 

- 15th Dec: Canada, Sweden and USA. 

- 16th Dec: Austria, Ireland and Spain. 

- 17th Dec: France.  

- 18th Dec: Belgium, Netherlands, Norway, & Switzerland. 

- 19th Dec – last date for 2nd class UK post 

 - 21st Dec – last date for 1st class UK post.  
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St Nicholas’ Church 
Tytherton Lucas 

Service Times at St Nicholas’ 
 

   Care of the Church 

      6th   Dec 10.00 a.m. Morning Service St Nicholas Day Petrina Drewitt & 

          Elizabeth Sexton 

 13th  Dec 8.30 a.m Holy Communion Rev. Jim Scott Petrina Drewitt & 

          Elizabeth Sexton 

 20th  Dec 6.30 p.m.  Carol Service Rev. Rod Key All together to    

           decorate the  

           Church 

 25th Dec 10.00 a.m.  Christmas Day Service   

 27th Dec    No Service 

Carol Service Refreshments 

20th December 2015 

Kim and Helen Stuckey have very   
kindly invited us to Westfield House for 
mulled wine and mince pies after the 
carol Service. 

Midnight Service 

24th December 2015 

The Moravian Church will be holding a 
Midnight Service on Christmas Eve, start-
ing at 11.30 pm. Anyone who would like to 
go to that service will be most welcome. 
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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest  Rod Key 652788 
   St Andrew’s Vicarage 
   54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW 
   keychippenham@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Eryl Spencer 651565 
Lay Minister: Margaret Gubbins 248757 

Churchwardens: Daphne Jefferies 659820  
 Brian Elliott 463230 
 

Director of Music:  David Dewar              07772607830 
                                             dom@musicatchippenham.org.uk 
 

Head Server: Michael Sammes 654608 

 

Sacristan: John Le Grange 249256 
Sacristan: Elizabeth Sexton (St Nicholas’) 660235 

 

PCC Secretary: Becky Harding 656440 
 harding_rebecca@sky.com 
 at St Nicholas’ Sheila Laurence 740687 

 

PCC Treasurer: Chris Norris 444541 
 chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Assistant Treasurer: Norman Fox 661236 
   

 at St Nicholas’ Mike Holtham 740657   
 

Weekly Notice Sheet: Ros Harford 812190 
  Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening 

 

Care Group Co-ordinator: Eryl Spencer 651565 
 

Gift Aid Officer: Wendy Reeves 650622 
Giving Officer  Ros Harford                                                      812190  
Data Protection Officer: Graham Gee                                         07882 705237   
Electoral Roll Officer: Ros Harford 812190 
Health & Safety Officer: George Silk 462249 
Parish Safeguarding  Elizabeth Blum                                                 652565 
     Officer 
   
 

Sunday Club: Liz Bennett 652856 
 
PCC Sub-Committees 
 

Fabric Committee: George Silk 462249 
Social Events:  Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Social Responsibility: Dick Spencer 651565 
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Youth and Children: Eryl Spencer 651565  
Bell-ringers: Bob Mustow 443019 
Prayer Circle: Eryl Spencer 651565  

Mothers’ Union: Margaret Gubbins 248757 
 

Friends of St Andrew’s: Eileen Yates 443952 
100 club: Margaret Harrison 652148 
 

Traidcraft: Mary Watts 654600 
Flower Arrangers: Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Church Watch: Beryl Fox 653394 
 A rota of volunteers who keep the Church open and welcome visitors 
 

Coffee Shop  
 Co-ordinator: Liz Fox 661236 
 

Magazine Editor: Jenny Norris 444541 
  magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk  
Magazine Distribution: Sue Haslop 321988 
Web Master George Silk 
  klisdg@gmail.com 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above) 
Sunday Club  Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 a.m.  

Choir Practice  Friday, 7.15 p.m. 

Bell ringing   Practice night: Wednesday evenings in the Tower 

Mothers’ Union  First Thursday in month, 2.30 p.m. in the Hall 

Coffee Shop  Wednesdays 9.30 a.m.—12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church 

Christian Meditation  

Group Thursdays 7.30 p.m. at 2 Baydon’s Lane 

 Contact Michael Sammes   654608 

The Church Office  
Market Place, SN15 3HT 

 
Tel: (01249) 655947 

with out of hours answering machine 
 

For general enquiries e-mail: 
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

   

 

Thursdays, 6.15 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
 to make arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriage, reading of 
Banns, etc. 

              office@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 
Wednesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
 to book the Hall and church  
 (for concerts and events etc.) 
         bookings@standrewschippenham.org.uk 



Church Services 
 

at St Andrew’s Parish Church 
 

Sundays  

                 8.00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
  

                10.00 a.m. 1
st
 Sunday   A Service for All ( followed by 

                                          a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15) 
 2

nd
 Sunday  Parish Eucharist 

 3
rd

 Sunday   All Age Eucharist 
 4

th
 & 5

th
 Sundays  Parish Eucharist  

 (Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)  
  

                  4.00 p.m. Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family, 
followed by refreshments - 2

nd
 Sunday)  

           
 6.30 p.m. Blessing of the Light & Ministry of Healing 
                                        (3

rd
 Sunday of the month - see diary page) 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday                                    

  8.30 a.m  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

  8.00 a.m.   Morning Prayer 

Thursday 

  8.30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas 
 

Sundays  

  8.30 a.m. Holy Communion (2
nd 

& 4
th 

Sundays) 
  10.00 a.m. Morning Service (1

st 
Sundays) 

  10.00 a.m. Matins (3
rd 

Sundays) 
  3.00 p.m. Evensong (5

th
 Sunday – Winter months) 

  6.30 p.m. Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Summer months) 
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